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From Our Chair  

Israel/Palestine appears in the news 
infrequently – stories about Netanyahu’s 
electoral difficulties; accusations of 
corruption; skirmishes across the Gaza 
border. However, there is very little about real life experience of Palestinians within Israel and 
in the Occupied Territories – nor about other deprived groups in Israel, including African 
asylum seekers, migrant workers, and Mizrachi Jews. 

These people are the focus of BSST’s work – neglected, impoverished, frightened and 
dependent on others. They all suffer daily indignities and struggle to maintain a roof over 
their heads and feed their families. 

We prioritise grassroots organisations that may have difficulty in accessing funds. We forge 
alliances that endure. Grantees return to us year after year as the nature of their work does 
not lead to self-sufficiency. The activists in these groups are amazing and we are proud to 
call them our friends and partners. They value the solidarity that we show. 

This report gives a flavour of the diverse projects we support: from Tag Meir, a national 
coalition of mostly religious Jewish groups brought together to support the Palestinian 
victims of violent Jewish settlers; to the Domari Society of East Jerusalem, teaching women 
and children from this near invisible gypsy community how to change their lives; to 
Fragments Theatre, a tiny, woman-led project bringing joy to young people in Jenin City.  

A note of great sadness – during the year we lost two illustrious patrons: Moris Farhi MBE 
died in March 2019, having been a patron of BSST since its founding, while Sir Jonathan 
Miller CBE, who had joined us more recently, died in November 2019.  

We are immensely grateful to ALL 
our donors. Please spread the word: 
share this report with friends, family 
and colleagues and encourage them 
to donate to us so we can continue 
making the difference we do. 

 

 

Dr Gill Yudkin 
Chair, BSST 

September 2020 

T H E R E  A R E  M A N Y  W A Y S  Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T  

B S S T :  

* ONE-OFF GIFTS * REGULAR DONATIONS * A LEGACY IN YOUR WILL 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO  BSST.ORG.UK/DONATE 

[Cite your source here.] 

http://bsst.org.uk/donate
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Who we are 
Founded in 2004, the British Shalom-Salaam Trust is the only British Jewish grant-giving 
charity established with the specific purpose of working across ‘Israel/Palestine’ - the area 
comprising Israel and the land occupied by Israel since 1967 (the West Bank including East 
Jerusalem, Gaza and Golan).   

BSST’s Jewish identity is central to our work. By our actions we hope to represent a positive 
and practical Jewish statement of opposition to the oppression of the Palestinian people, 
and support for a just and democratic peace in Israel/Palestine. 

Our grants policy: challenging oppression – 
bringing justice and hope  
BSST is committed to promoting political, social and economic justice, including a 
sustainable resolution of the conflict in Israel/Palestine based on equality and mutual respect 
between all communities there. 
Beyond these basic principles, we are 
driven by the needs identified by the 
groups we assist, not our own 
preconceptions, plans or programmes.   

BSST favours small grassroots groups, 
but does not seek out possible 
beneficiaries: they find us, mostly 
through word of mouth and personal 
contacts, occasionally by internet 
searches.  This approach has 
produced BSST’s eclectic portfolio of 
supported projects – since we were 
founded, some 500 grants have gone 
to around 150 different organisations.  

BSST assists regardless of ethnicity or 
religion. Most of its grants go to 
Palestinian, Jewish and joint groups, 
but we also donate to organisations 
aiding African asylum seekers and 
migrant workers from around the 
world who now live in Israel. We are 
especially willing to help groups 
tackling difficult and contentious 
issues and those that may be 
overlooked by major funders. 

How we work  
We are required under British charity law to deliver ‘public benefit’ and do so in three ways: 
by making our own grants to qualified applicant groups in Israel/Palestine; through our Post 
Box service, managing charitable donations secured in Britain by approved Israeli/Palestinian 
groups with no British charitable arm; organising emergency appeals in times of urgent 
need.   
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Some of our grant recipients employ paid staff and 
possess Israeli or Palestinian legal status analogous 
to a British charity. However, we also support groups 
with minimal infrastructure, that are entirely 
volunteer-run and are the most likely to struggle for 
mainstream funding. We do need groups to have 
access to email, but given that tented communities in 
the Negev desert, without mains electricity or wifi, 
manage to contact us, we are confident our reliance 
on online working is no obstacle even to the most 
deprived groups. 

Our application process is simple. We post our grant 
criteria on our website, provide an online, user-
friendly application form, take requests year round 
and make decisions in weeks.  

BSST necessarily operates at arm’s length, so we have 
developed evaluation procedures to review our 
beneficiary groups. As well as measuring applications 
against our own criteria, we check against other 
sources: internet presence, newspaper reports, 
briefings from other groups and individuals in 
Israel/Palestine. We have also designed report-back procedures for the end of each funding 
period, based on a brief standard form adjusted for each project.  

Finally, where possible, we meet grant and post box groups personally. When trustees visit 
Israel/Palestine, we include trips - at our own expense - to projects we are supporting.  

What we give 
Typically 98% of our expenditure goes on charitable grants. Grants are usually capped at 
£5,000 per year per organisation, except in an emergency, when we run a special appeal, 
However, we make many repeat awards year after year, as the groups we support often find 
it impossible to replace our funding. 

Art & Culture
6%

Children & Education
21%

Environment
1%

Health
19%

Human Rights
25%

Civic Engagement
16%

Refugees & 
Migrant Workers

2%

Women's Rights
10%

2019-20 
Expendit
ure  
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How we raise funds  
BSST has funders and beneficiaries of many 
backgrounds.  Since our formation, thousands of 
individuals have donated to us: Jews, Christians, 
Muslims, and those asserting no religious belief 
or identity. We are also supported by faith 
organisations and peace groups, and we raise 
significant sums from other charitable trusts.  

As we have no endowment, every penny we 
donate we first have to raise, so BSST’s life blood 
is the donations you give to us. We are hugely 
grateful to all our supporters, large and small, 
individuals and grant-making organisations, 
whose generosity enables us to contribute to 
building a just peace in Israel/Palestine. 

Major donations this year came from many 
individuals and the following organisations:  

Blue Moon Trust, Evan Cornish Foundation, Funderbirds, Greenbelt Festival, John and Susan 
Bowers Fund, Just Trust, Open Gate, MSN, WF Southall Trust and four trusts that prefer to 
remain anonymous.   

Why we matter 

BSST trustees have built up huge specialist knowledge and a large network of contacts, and 
are skilled in making informed judgments about groups that others might find difficult to 
evaluate.  We have also established strong relationships with many of the groups we fund, 
supporting them through the toughest of times.  We know that, overwhelmingly, these 
groups deliver on the projects they have promised.   

Most importantly: the gratitude expressed by the groups BSST assists transcends the project 
or core costs we have helped to cover. Rather it reflects their commitment to building 
democracy, justice and peace between Israel/Palestine’s different communities, and their 
pleasure at receiving support from an international donor with a Jewish identity.  
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Projects BSST supported in 2019-20 
 

AFAQ JADEEDA ASSOCIATION (NEW HORIZONS) is a tiny community organisation in the 
Nuseirat refugee camp in 
Gaza. The camp houses over 
80,000 people, living in 
extreme poverty, and with 
rampant unemployment and 
violence a daily backdrop. 
AFAQ JADEEDA provides a 
kindergarten, library, drama 
space, football team and a 
computer lab. It also holds 
summer and winter camps 
for the most deprived 
children and their mothers. 

BSST funded a two-month 
summer camp for over 250 
preschool children, providing 
art, music, theatre, several 
day trips, and a substantial 
free meal daily for every 
participant. AFAQ JADEEDA 
also held educational events, 
with over two hundred 
mothers present, helping 
them with parenting skills. facebook.com/Afaq-Jadeeda-Association-364494280330265 

ARAB SINGLE MOTHERS FORUM is a women’s support group based in the Palestinian city 
of Sakhinin in the lower Galilee. BSST helped fund its Women’s Leadership Course. 

The twenty participants, all with an undergraduate degree and professional jobs 
were chosen from hundreds of applicants. During the course, they undertook a 
group-action research project to increase female involvement in decision-
making in the Sakhinin local council. At the end, the council provided further 
funds for the participants to devise an implementation plan.  

At the time, there were demonstrations throughout Israel’s Palestinian 
communities against central government’s failure to tackle crime — 

particularly gun violence – in Arab cities. Course participants 
joined the protests, and are now designing a ‘women’s 

neighbourhood patrol’, to combat violence by keeping a 
permanent women’s presence on the streets. 

“ 
If you’re a woman alone, you can’t 
do anything. Today we have 
power. We’re now a group of 
women with influence.  

—Malikah, 42, participant, speaking 
at end of leadership course 

” 

  Making bread at an Afaq Jadeeda summer camp 

http://facebook.com/Afaq-Jadeeda-Association-364494280330265
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Students proudly displaying their certificates having 
completed an Arous Elbahar course   

AROUS ELBAHAR (BRIDE OF THE SEA) is a vibrant Jaffa-based Palestinian women’s 
organisation, tackling the huge social problems hidden by the glitz of the city’s touristy 
redeveloped port area: crime, drug-use, unemployment, early marriage, domestic violence, 
low education standards and poverty. Led entirely by women residents, the group has built 
strong relationships with local schools, businesses and other women’s organisations.   

This year AROUS ELBAHAR expanded its educational work, bringing its financial literacy 
courses to older women, including 
the mothers of previous students, 
and helping women become part of 
Israel’s technology-driven economy 
via its IT training. It also continued to 
run ‘JaffaDolls’, a sewing business 
employing women over fifty, plus a 
free legal aid clinic dealing with 
employment, family issues, gender-
based violence and sexual abuse. 
BSST’s grant contributed to core 
costs.  

 

  facebook.com/arous.elbahar.jaffa 

ARTEAM: THE GARDEN LIBRARY is based in South Tel Aviv, a deprived area with a poor, 
elderly and largely forgotten Jewish population, which is now also home to Eritrean and 

Sudanese asylum seekers whose 
children comprise most of the 
centre’s users. Though crime is never 
far from its base in Levinski Park, 
ARTEAM has created an oasis of hope 
and optimism. Mostly working out of 
doors, it provides a multilingual 
library, homework space and after-
school and summer holiday activities. 
Its biggest priority is disturbed older 
children, Israeli born, attending Israeli 
schools and with Hebrew as their first 
- often their only - language, but with 
no legal status in the country and 
filled with anger and frustration.  

ARTEAM has met the increased 
government hostility towards asylum-
seekers with extended hours, three 
new teenager support groups, and 
intensified family work to narrow the 
gulf between lone mothers working 
long days in low paid jobs and the 
children they have had to leave to 
bring themselves up. BSST provided 
core funding. 

  thegardenlibrary.org 

http://facebook.com/arous.elbahar.jaffa
http://thegardenlibrary.org/
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DOMARI SOCIETY OF GYPSIES IN 
JERUSALEM serves a three-thousand-
strong community. Originally from 
India, but now a centuries-old feature 
of East Jerusalem, the Domari are 
traditional, nearly invisible to outsiders, 
extremely poor and subject to much 
discrimination from both Arab and 
Jewish communities.  

The DOMARI SOCIETY runs after-school 
tutoring for underperforming children, 
plus literacy courses and vocational 
training – hairdressing, catering and 
sewing – for adult women. BSST paid 
for a teacher and a drummer musician 
to tutor the children.  

“ 
The center provided Arabic, English and Hebrew lessons every week. This 
year we added music and art. We also provided meals, covered bus fees 
and gave school supplies at the beginning of the school year. Since 
coming to our center, the children have been able to go to school every 
day without any problem. They seem to be not just nervous but also 
excited for new school term.  

—Report From Amoun Sleem, Director 

” 

   domarisociety.com 

FRAGMENTS THEATRE is a tiny arts project, giving young people in Jenin City and its 
environs the chance to express 
themselves through theatre, film and 
circus. 

Although run on a shoestring, 
FRAGMENTS has built a large network 
of international support, including 
leading performers who run classes 
for emerging Palestinian artists. It has 
staged plays and workshops for 
children, teenagers and young adults, 
introduced drama therapy, provided 
stand-up comedy training, opened 
Palestine’s first comedy club, and also 
hosted film festivals.  

BSST helped FRAGMENTS cover the rent on its new premises, the first it could call its own 
home, which now provides rehearsal and performing space and room for a café.   

 fragmentstheatre.org 

“ 

Having our own space gives us freedom... time and energy for our projects …It is 
important for the children and young people - giving them security so they open up 
more and show their talents… it was a successful year as we rented an Ottoman space, 
renovated it, and held the first modern art exhibition in Jenin.  Now we are preparing to 
open the cultural café. 

—Rawand Arqawi, Director 

” 

http://domarisociety.com/
http://fragmentstheatre.org/
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FREDDIE KRIVINE INITIATIVE (FKI) is the first tennis project BSST has supported. Its core 
purpose is enabling young Palestinians, especially girls, to play tennis.  

“ 

Tennis has proven to be a sport that (the) most conservative families 
approve of … non-contact … allowing their daughters and sons for the 
first time to take part in sport and be coached by teachers of both sexes.  

—Freddie Krivine Initiative 
” 

FKI promotes the health, educational and job opportunities that tennis offers. But most 
important, FKI expressly acknowledges Israel’s ethnically divided, hugely unequal and 
discriminatory society and 
sees tennis as a vehicle for 
positive change. 

For many years, FKI has run a 
tennis scheme in Jisr al-Zarqa, 
Israel's poorest Palestinian 
town, a place where Jewish 
organisations rarely venture. 
But every year FKI, and Jisr’s 
Local Council, get hundreds of 
young Palestinians playing 
tennis in school programmes, 
tennis camps and ‘coexistence 
tennis projects’ hosted by a 
nearby Jewish farm cooperative. BSST helped fund a ‘Jisr Tournament Team’:  extra training 
for the most promising children, and access to Israeli regional and national tennis 
competitions.  fkf-tennis.org 

FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE is an ambitious education project seeking to build ‘inter-cultural 
understanding and respectful coexistence 
based on real equality, tolerance, democracy 
and peace’. Along with Haifa University and 
two other teacher-training institutions, 
FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE tackles the widespread 

ignorance of their country’s history among 
Israel’s teachers. Its programmes are hugely 
successful in changing attitudes - ‘shattering 
the beliefs of the Jewish participants and 
empowering the Arab/Palestinian ones to 
stand up for their rights’. BSST contributed 
to core costs. 

“ 

Most Jewish teachers are unprepared to teach the basic facts of the Israeli-
Arab/Palestinian conflict and the principles of democracy … they carry, like the majority 
of citizens, stereotypes, fears and unconscious assumptions. 

Since Palestinian history is not taught in schools, Arab citizens often lack basic 
historical knowledge of their own society.  

For both national groups the course is a rare opportunity … it creates special and deep 
bonding among the participants. It also creates a model of relations based on solidarity 
and shows the possibility of an Arab-Jewish shared civil action. 

” 

 friendshipvillage.org.il  

http://fkf-tennis.org/
http://friendshipvillage.org.il/
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FUTURE ASSOCIATION FOR DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT (FADE) is a community 
group in Gaza’s Nuseirat refugee 
camp, whose summer camp BSST 
has supported for several years. 
In 2019 there were places for 112 
badly traumatised children aged 
six to fifteen.  

The camp provided art, dance, 
theatre, music and sport, and the 
children also received personal 
health, nutrition, stress-reduction 
and hygiene support. FADE also 
runs practical environmental 
projects like rubbish recycling 
and tree planting. By the 
summer’s end, the children had 

produced posters about the 
environment, made an artwork 
from camp waste, designed a 
brochure on hygiene and planted 
more than fifty trees. 

“ 

Whoever helped fund my son to go to camp – please pass on a huge 
thank you. Over there you wouldn’t understand or know, but it makes 
such a huge difference in our life. It is just me and him and this makes 
his summer, you have no idea! Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU! 

—Mother of camp participant 

” 

 

“ 

For me the best thing about summer camp was: Everything! 

—Lama Ahmed, aged six ” 
 

   facebook.com/the.futuer.gaza 

HEBRON INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES NETWORK (HIRN) is an audacious Palestinian 

community group with a long and close relationship with BSST. It develops projects in those 
parts of the West Bank where the Occupation is most harsh: Hebron City and surrounding 
villages, and in the Gush Etzion area now dominated by Jewish settlements. 

HIRN’s Kindergarten project is in the beleaguered 
Khallet Zakariya village, in the heart of the Gush 
Etzion bloc. Since 1967 the Israeli Civil 
Administration has issued not a single building 
permit to the village, though more housing is 
desperately needed. By contrast, nearby Israeli 
settlements continue to proliferate and expand. 
Nor does the Palestinian Authority always help: its 
Education Ministry promised to pay a nursery 
teacher’s salary, but no money arrived, so HIRN 
funded the first two months, while BSST covered 
the rest of the school year.  

 

 facebook.com/HIRN-388180624554795  

http://www.facebook.com/the.futuer.gaza
http://facebook.com/HIRN-388180624554795
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HILA – COMMITTEE FOR EQUALITY IN EDUCATION tackles the educational disadvantage among 
marginalised communities in Israel. It explains: ‘too often, a family’s financial status, 
educational level and ethnic origin determine their children’s chances (with) only one in ten 
university students coming from an underprivileged family’.  

HILA runs training to equip parents with skills and knowledge to enforce their children’s 
legal rights to education. It targets Bedouin, other Palestinian, Mizrachi, Ethiopian and Haredi 
families. Recognising that many Palestinians are reluctant or unable to access its mainstream 
services, HILA now provides tailored support funded by BSST. This year, we paid for three 
training courses in Palestinian towns and villages and a Jewish-Palestinian annual seminar. 

HUMANS WITHOUT BORDERS (HWB) is a tiny all-volunteer group assisting Palestinian 
children from the West Bank and Gaza with life-threatening illnesses needing advanced 
medical treatment in Israel. HWB drivers meet Palestinian families at checkpoints and take 
them to hospitals in Jerusalem. They also befriend the families, helping them communicate 
with hospital staff and making frequent visits when the children become in-patients. 

 

“ 
At three weeks, K was diagnosed with kidney malformation. HWB brought him from the 
Gaza checkpoint to Jerusalem, along with his uncle, aged 14, the only family allowed 
entry to Israel. After two months, the teenager, who was forbidden to leave the hospital, 
was close to cracking up. Five HWB members stepped in to mother the baby. They also 
chatted with the uncle, helped contact his family, did his laundry, brought food and 
treats, and introduced him to Israeli coffee culture at the local Aroma coffee shop. 

” 

HWB, organises more than 5000 journeys a year on a budget of just over £13,000. Its drivers 
use their own cars and pay for their own petrol plus food, toiletries and ‘treats’ for families 
while in Israel. Without paid staff or premises, HWB’s major expenses are taxi fares (always 
supplied if volunteer drivers cannot be found), two family fun days it holds annually and 
some medical device purchases. The Palestinian Authority funds the medical treatment itself. 

“ 

I don’t know if my son will survive the cancer terror eating his body and his soul. But 
today you gave our family a special gift. Today ‘D’ laughed. For a whole day he ignored 
pain, forgot treatments, and simply frolicked with his brother and sisters and other 
children, like a normal kid. My wife was relaxed. Thank you for this day and thank your 
volunteers for taking us to hospital and visiting us in our home. They give us strength. 

—A father writing to HWB about the joy of going on a ‘Fun Day’ 

” 

 humans-without-borders.org  

http://humans-without-borders.org/
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ISHA L’ISHA – HAIFA FEMINIST 
CENTRE is the oldest grassroots 
feminist organisation in Israel: 
‘Ashkenazi, Mizrachi, Palestinian, 
immigrant, native-born, straight and 
lesbian women making the voices of 
Israel’s most marginal women heard’. 
BSST funded its ‘Women without Status 
Project’, supporting trafficking victims, 
asylum seekers, undocumented workers 

and women whose status derives from 
a relationship with or marriage to an 
Israeli citizen or resident. 

Mostly the women are East European, 
Palestinian, African and Asian. All lack 

access to public health, welfare, 
employment and civil rights, while their 
legal and financial dependency on men 
increases the risk of sexual and domestic violence. Terrified to seek help for fear of 
deportation or separation from their children, their dealings with police, immigration and 
other state bodies are often traumatic. The project runs a 24-hour helpline, teaches women 
their rights, provides emergency finance, and helps them learn skills to be more employable. 

   facebook.com/IshaLishaHaifaFeministCenter 

ISRAEL SOCIAL TV (ISTV) is a web-based media group, covering stories rarely reported by 
Israel’s press and television, including the Occupation, asylum seekers, the environment, the 
Nakba, LGBTQ+ rights, racism and general socio-economic issues. It has made over 3,000 
films in Hebrew, mostly also translated into English and/or Arabic. It reaches some 200,000 
viewers monthly in Israel/Palestine and further afield.  

“ 

We want to promote a society where the media is democracy's watchdog - that 
motivates the citizens to take action, to be involved and to become activists. 

—ISTV ” 
 

ISTV reports that 50% of its viewers feel its videos have made them change their minds on 
an issue, while 40% say its coverage has inspired them to act 
for change. So it is not surprising that, in the last few years, 
ISTV’s finances and have been fiercely attacked by the 
government. BSST has 
long supported ISTV’s 
operations, and again 
provided core funding. 

tv.social.org.il/en  

Young men can only 
watch as the Israeli 
civil administration 
demolishes their 
homes, as shown in 
an ISTV report 

Isha L'Isha's coordinators and volunteers, preparing food 
baskets for women without civic status 

http://facebook.com/IshaLishaHaifaFeministCenter
http://tv.social.org.il/en
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‘JEREMY HARDY’S OLIVE GROVES’ is BSST’s tribute to the British comedian and passionate 
supporter of Palestinian rights – and of BSST! – who died in February 2019.   

Uprooted olive trees, often hundreds of 
years old, or ghostly burnt down stumps, 
litter the Palestinian landscape. Their 
obsessive destruction by Israeli settlers 
and the IDF is one of the most visible ways 
the Occupation destroys Palestinian lives 
and livelihoods: an assault on a Palestinian 
national symbol, and on an essential food 
source, cooking ingredient and income 
generator for rural Palestinians. After 
Jeremy’s death, BSST appealed through 
the Guardian newspaper for donations to 
help Palestinians replace some of these 
wrecked olive groves.  

In our first planting year, we thank three partners. Our friends at HIRN (see page 10) quickly 
replaced a grove. We also donated trees to the PALESTINIAN SEED LIBRARY (PSB), which 
houses local heirloom seeds. PSB is based in Battir, a Palestinian World Heritage Village just 
west of Bethlehem, which still uses centuries’ old traditional agricultural techniques. 

Sadly, when our long-time Palestinian/Jewish associate, COMBATANTS FOR PEACE (CfP), 
tried to do some planting, it met insuperable problems. Repeated and fierce settler violence, 
along with increased tension after Trump unveiled his so-called ‘Peace Deal,’ meant that 
after three attempts, CfP had to abandon planting this year. We are hoping it will succeed in 
the future. 

BSST made grants to:  

• HIRN    facebook.com/HIRN-388180624554795 
• Palestinian Seed Library facebook.com/palestineheirloomseeds 
• Combatants for Peace cfpeace.org  

http://facebook.com/HIRN-388180624554795
http://facebook.com/palestineheirloomseeds
http://cfpeace.org/
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KAFA ASSOCIATION FOR SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE NEGEV supports local people in 
Israel’s largest Bedouin city, Rahat, a place of extreme poverty, massive unemployment, 
skyrocketing crime – and little hope. It’s where the Israeli government aims to transfer 
everyone from the Negev’s ‘unrecognised’ towns and villages, thereby releasing Bedouin 
land for Jewish housing and agricultural development.  

KAFA is strongly embedded in the Rahat community. It has confronted and tackled divisions 
between the city’s many clans who have been forcibly brought to live alongside each other, 
and now provides information, advice, food and clothing for those who are most deprived.  

It also runs an ambitious social activism programme, aiming to build a cohesive and 
politically confident Bedouin community, able to negotiate with the Israeli state. For the 
third year, BSST supported KAFA’s ‘Young Bedouin Leadership Project’, which trains two 
dozen 16 and 17 year-olds, two thirds of them girls, in community development. 

“ 

I was a student in 11th grade when I joined the Bedouin 
Leadership Project… I have always been very shy, which makes it 
hard for me to interact with others. This project has made a big 
difference and I will be very happy to tell my friends and others 
to join. 

—Participant feedback 

” 

 

“ 

We divided the participants into groups, and 
each launched a socially useful development 
scheme: a school ecological project, a mosque 
beautification initiative, a project to collect 
gifts for the hospital’s children’s ward, and a 
nutrition improvement exercise at a local 
retirement home. 

—KAFA feedback report 

” 

AL KARMEL CULTURAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, which first 
approached BSST in 2014, is a small community-run group based in the Nuseirat refugee 
camp, providing psychological and social support for young people traumatised by the 
continuing conflict.  

BSST again funded an annual 
three-week summer camp 
providing art, drama, sport 
and day trips for 120 children 
aged 7 to 14, and aiming for 
50:50 participation of girls 
and boys. Priority, as always, 
was given to those suffering 
from trauma and to the 
children of the poorest and 
most disadvantaged families. 

 
 
 
   facebook.com/elkarmel.org  

http://facebook.com/elkarmel.org
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KOTOF ELKHAIR ASSOCIATION is a 
community group from the central 
Gaza city of Deir el-Balah. It’s the only 
charity locally, and in spite of its tiny 
budget, provides a broad and creative 
range of activities: cultural events, a 
safe space for children to play and 
learn, women’s rights workshops, 
capacity building classes for women 
and young graduates, training for 
families with disabled members to 
better support their relatives, medical 
days when local people can access free 
and specialist healthcare, children’s 
summer camps and humanitarian aid.    

So that it could provide a better 
experience for its users, KOTOF asked 
BSST to pay for a year’s rent and 
stationery supplies and to replace the 
group’s deteriorating desks, tables, 
chairs and office equipment.   facebook.com/kotofAssociation 

LADA’AT - CHOOSE WELL is an Israeli women’s 
project offering information, counselling and 
support on contraception and unplanned 
pregnancy. It runs healthy sexuality workshops 
for teenagers, trains medical and psychosocial 
professionals, and lobbies policy makers. Based 
in Jerusalem, it serves thousands of clients 
annually - religious and secular Jews, 
Palestinians, African asylum-seekers, foreign 
workers, and tourists. 

Living in precarious circumstances, African 
women have great difficulty accessing family 
planning and abortion services, while Palestinian 
women’s overriding concern is secrecy. 

“ 

Palestinian women often fear a family or community member 
learning about their sexual activity (especially if sex out of 
wedlock has resulted in unwanted pregnancy). LADA’AT helps 
them navigate the bureaucratic side of the healthcare system to 
ensure privacy, autonomy and discretion. In some cases, our 
work is a matter of life and death, and we have supported 
hundreds of women who made this very clear. 

” 

BSST renewed funding for dedicated workshops for African asylum-seeking women and 
face-to-face and phone counselling for African and Palestinian women, with provision for 
the latter in Arabic. Workshops for 200 women are planned, and a 20% increase in 
Palestinian clients. 

    ladaat.org.il  

http://facebook.com/kotofAssociation
http://ladaat.org.il/
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LAWYERS FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE (LGG) was founded by young, Nazareth-based 
Palestinian lawyers to address the corruption, nepotism, maladministration, abuse of power, 
inflated salaries and poor service delivery associated with the clan-basis of much Israeli Arab 
local government. BSST provided repeat core funding. 

LGG runs a busy Arab-language anti-corruption 
hotline, using volunteer lawyers and students, 
with a litigation arm which has won important 
precedent-setting claims against local councils. 

“ 

Thanks to our petitions, 40 local 
authorities established committees for 
the prevention of violence and drug 
use, and 30 also appointed a sexual 
harassment officer or developed sexual 
harassment policies. 

” 

LGG's education service has so far worked with 
more than eighty secondary schools, and has 
provided a customised training to hundreds of 
local council personnel.  

  facebook.com/Lawyers.for.Good.Governance 

MACHSOM WATCH is an Israeli women’s human rights organisation which focuses on how 
the Occupation impacts on West Bank Palestinians’ freedom of movement: their rights to 
come and go to home, workplace, school, hospital, land, etc., and to and from their country.  

MACHSOM WATCH has 200 volunteers working from home and in the field providing a 
visible and non-violent civilian presence at the checkpoints, monitoring and reporting on the 
Palestinians’ treatment by the IDF and other border personnel. The group also provides trial 
observers in the military courts, and takes Israeli and overseas visitors on tours. 

MACHSOM WATCH is one of several Israeli activist organisations assisting remote herder 
families in the Jordan Valley. Totalling about 20,000 people, the herders are among the 
poorest and weakest Palestinian communities. MACHSOM WATCH provides escorts for the 
shepherds and their animals, to dissuade the setters from their otherwise frequent attacks. 
BSST covered the petrol costs for travel to and from the Jordan Valley. 

 machsomwatch.org  

LGG take their message into local schools 

http://facebook.com/Lawyers.for.Good.Governance
http://machsomwatch.org/
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1967 2019 The Israeli army 
has destroyed all but 5 
of the original 340 
Syrian villages and 
farms in the Golan 

MAHAPACH-TAGHIR (MT), meaning ‘revolution’ in Hebrew and Arabic, is a feminist, 
Jewish-Arab organisation promoting education and local empowerment. Its ‘Learning 
Communities’ deploy student volunteers in severely deprived areas to tutor under-achieving 
children and support adults, especially women, to become campaigners for social change.   

By cooperating across cultural and ethnic divides to tackle local problems, the women in 
each Learning Community build close relationships with each other and start to establish a 
local democratic civil society. Many go on to enrol in local colleges and improve their own 
education.  

MT works with several hundred children 
and families in nine locations across Israel, 
Jewish, Palestinian and mixed. Its newest 
Learning Community, for which BSST 
provided core funding, is the rundown 
Hermon housing estate in Akko. This is an 
archetypal MT project: while Akko’s tiny 
jewel-like Old City is a sparkling tourist 
magnet, 75% of the Palestinian and 
Russian-Jewish-immigrant families making 
up the Hermon population live in poverty. 

 mahapach-taghir.org 

AL MARSAD – ARAB HUMAN RIGHTS CENTRE IN THE 
GOLAN HEIGHTS is a campaigning and service 

organisation, based in a part of Syria that was occupied 
in 1967, then annexed by Israel in 1981 and thereafter 
treated as Israeli territory. With 130,000 of its former 
residents having fled, the 26,000 Syrians who remain are 
limited to five villages and 5% of the land in the far 
north, while the other 95% of the Golan is home to 
23,000 Israeli settlers. 

AL MARSAD’s legal status - it has been obliged to 
register as an Israeli NGO - means it cannot access 
the extensive European support available to groups 
elsewhere in the Occupied Territories. Yet its 
determined pursuit of other funding – including BSST’s 

repeat grant for core costs – ensures it runs an impressive 
range of services for the Golan’s remaining Syrian 

population.  

 

 Documenting, publicising and campaigning  
about human rights violations in the Golan 

 Free legal advice and mediation services  
 Test cases in the Israeli courts  
 ‘Know Your Rights’ information dissemination 
 Workshops: cultural/educational events on employment, housing, 

women’s rights and status, residency, family separation, access to 
natural resources, landmines, identity, culture and civil society activism 

 Capacity building courses run for other Syrian groups  
 Alternative Tourism retrieving the history of Syrian Golan golan-marsad.org  

http://mahapach-taghir.org/
http://golan-marsad.org/
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MIN EL BAHAR (Sea Holidays for Palestinian 
Children) is a Jewish/Palestinian anti-Occupation 
project bringing joy to deprived Palestinian families. 
With only a tiny budget, it is one of the bigger projects 
BSST supports: over thirteen years it has drawn in 2,000 
volunteers and brought 18,000 children from 200 West 
Bank towns and villages to the sea.. 

Few West Bank families, especially in remote rural areas, 
can access parks and swimming pools. Nor can they 
cross Israeli checkpoints to reach the Mediterranean. So 
each summer, MIN EL BAHAR brings 1,500 of the most 
disadvantaged Palestinian children and mothers for a 
day at the beach. The children get a few hours’ freedom 
and fun, while their mothers relax together, briefly 
escaping the pressures of domesticity and Occupation. 

The four Tel Aviv women who run MIN EL BAHAR, along 
with Palestinian organisers across the West Bank, recruit 
participants, arrange transport, entertainment and meals 
for at least two dozen day trips, and negotiate with the 
IDF so everyone gets through the checkpoints. Most 
funding is from individual donors, with BSST providing 
the sole regular major grant.       minelbahar.com 

NEW PROFILE (NP) is a feminist group opposed to the promotion of military service which 
pervades Israel’s schools from kindergarten on.  

Failure to go into the army can blight education and job prospects. Yet about half of 18-
year-olds now avoid conscription, serving soldiers (especially those needed at home to bring 
in wages) often cut service short, and many reservists refuse recall. Though the ultra 
Orthodox still account for most non-serving school leavers, mental health exemptions and 
conscientious objections are increasing.  

As well as a rite of passage, the IDF is claimed to be Israel’s great leveller. It is not: 
widespread sexual harassment reinforces gender inequality, while soldiers from poor homes 
often get the worst postings, ensuring continuing disadvantage when their service ends. NP 
provides free counselling, legal help and opportunities for discussion.  It also works with 
‘refusenik’ and other anti-military groups.  BSST gave them core funding. 

“ 

We are convinced that we need not live in a soldiers’ state … Israel is capable of a 
determined peace politics … it need not be a militarized society … it need not go on being 
endlessly mobilized … we need not go on living as warriors. ” newprofile.org 

 

“ 

The sea for us is a symbol of freedom, space 
and lack of borders. My greatest dream is that 
one day they will come to the sea on their 
own. 
—Tzvia Shapira, Israeli organiser 

” 

“ 
When a Palestinian sees a Jew, he sees someone 
with a gun, who shoots Palestinians. So a trip 
like this makes you feel there are people on the 
Israeli side who look for peace. 

—Mhamad Amirah, Palestinian organiser 

” 
 

http://minelbahar.com/
http://newprofile.org/
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AL NOUR ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT provides health, social and 
humanitarian support to the population of Deir al-Balah, a sizeable town in central Gaza. This 
includes an annual summer camp for a hundred children aged 8 to 12 years. AL NOUR is 
distinctive for its explicit commitment to 'positive social integration of children with 

disabilities into the mainstream, and to relieving 
emotional and behavioural disturbances,’ and 
around thirty children taking part in the camp 
are physically disabled, while many others 
receive psychotherapy.  

Parents too get help to understand and cope 
with their children’s problems. Some two 
hundred mothers have taken part in parent 
sessions and day trips. AL NOUR reports the 
camp is hugely popular, with families always 
wanting it to be extended. BSST provided core 
funding. 

NOUR EL MARIFA ASSOCIATION 
(NMA) is BSST’s newest Gaza 
partner, a community-based 
organisation in the Nuseirat refugee 
camp. BSST funded its ‘Sport 
Psychosocial Support Program for 
Traumatized Children in the Gaza 
Strip’, aimed at 10 to 17-year olds, 
and designed to alleviate PTSD, help 
with self-confidence and teach 
resilience and coping strategies. 

NMA recruited the most alienated 
and dysfunctional boys: those with 
learning difficulties, exposure to 
trauma, from very poor homes, from families with psycho-social and medical problems, and 
those with injured, bereaved or disabled relatives. Ninety took part in football, martial arts, 
gymnastics, jogging, yoga, relaxation, mindfulness, trust and confidence building. NMA 
estimated 80% benefited significantly in handling their lives at home and in school.    

 noorelmarifa.org  

http://noorelmarifa.org/
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“ 

They are seized from their beds 
in the middle of the night, 
taken with their hands tied, 
often painfully. They are 
blindfolded for hours They 
experience physical violence, 
threats, curses and humiliation, 
body searches while naked… 
denied sleep, food, drink and 
access to toilets.  

” 

“ 
To Israelis, a child is a child, 
unless he is a Palestinian. 

—Ha’aretz ” 

PALESTINE TRAUMA CENTRE (PTC) was established in 2007 to provide a rapid-reaction 
force of therapeutic workers, going out from their Gaza City base to support those 
traumatized by ongoing conflict and Occupation. PTC now delivers a wide range of services: 
family therapy, training in focusing techniques, rapid intervention trauma relief, specialist 
psychotherapy and psychological training. 

Its Friday of Joy Initiative, which 
BSST again supported, is a brilliant 
weekly event, bringing drama, 
games, painting and music into 
schools, playgrounds and streets 
throughout Gaza. Friday of Joy 
enables PTC to identify children 
needing individual support, and 
includes joint activities to improve 
parent-child relationships.  Every 
year, PTC holds around 40 street-
entertainment sessions, reaching 
some 17,000 children and over 
3,000 parents.       ptcuk.org 

PARENTS AGAINST CHILD DETENTION (PACD) is a new Israeli campaigning group 
seeking to stop Palestinian children from East Jerusalem and the West Bank being detained 
by the IDF.  

Every year around 1000 Palestinian children, some as young as ten, are held by Israel, mostly 
on flimsy stone throwing allegations. While Jewish settler children accused of a crime receive 
the extensive protection afforded juveniles by Israel’s civil courts and by international law, 
their Palestinian counterparts, perhaps living tens or hundreds of yards away, end up before 
military courts, where child protection laws don’t apply.   

Once arrested, Palestinian children are usually locked up for months, without parental 
contact or legal help. Pleading innocent means lawyers’ fees, even longer in jail, and 

hearings in Hebrew, a foreign language. 
With a 95% conviction rate, children 
mostly plead guilty to end the misery.   

      facebook.com/ChildDetention  

http://ptcuk.org/
http://facebook.com/ChildDetention
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PHYSICIANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS – ISRAEL (PHR-I) is a campaigning and service-
providing medico-human rights organisation.  It seeks to ensure that everyone Israel is 
responsible for - Israeli citizens from all ethnicities and communities, non-citizen residents, 
migrant workers, asylum-seekers, and those in the Occupied Palestinian Territories – is 
equally entitled to healthcare.  

PHR-I holds a south Tel Aviv 
clinic for asylum seekers and 
foreign workers excluded from 
mainstream Israeli services, and 
free weekly clinics in those 
West Bank villages where 
access to medical services is 
most limited. It has close links 
to Palestinian health providers, 
bringing medical supplies into 
the Occupied Territories in 
times of crisis, and negotiating 
permits for Palestinians to 
cross into Israel for specialist 
treatment. BSST provides PHR-I 
with our Post Box service and 
makes occasional small grants 
in emergencies. phr.org.il 

RODAINA – FOR A HEALTHY BEGINNING was founded by a woman Bedouin doctor to 
reduce the very high prevalence of severe genetic disease in the Negev’s Bedouin 
population, caused primarily by frequent marriage between first and second cousins. 

Israel’s genetic disease prevention services are irrelevant to a non-Hebrew speaking, very 
traditional and religious group, which is deeply distrustful of the government.  By contrast, 
RODAINA is a Bedouin initiative working through Arabic, which provides locally-based and 
culturally sensitive services.  

BSST supported RODAINA's Genetic 
Literacy Programme, helping 180 
Bedouin women – college students, 
mothers and grandmothers – 
become 'agents of family and 
community change’. In community 
centres, mosques and private homes 
throughout the Negev, including the 
unrecognised villages, they learn 
about disease prevention options. In 
a supportive environment, they can 
talk about about otherwise taboo 
issues such as premarital testing and 
family planning, and how to share 
their new-found knowledge with 
their communities..  

  rodaina.org  

http://phr.org.il/
http://rodaina.org/
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RURAL WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION is based in the villages of the South Hebron Hills, which 
are within ‘Area C’ of the West Bank, and so entirely subject to Israel’s control. For the last 
thirty years, Israel has used repeated home demolitions to try to force the residents out. So 
far, this strategy has failed: instead there has been a fierce women-led resistance which has 
resulted in extensive international support for the villagers.  

As well as fighting to stay put, the RURAL WOMEN run many projects: self-help schemes like 
handicrafts, poultry and beekeeping; nursery provision for the youngest children and a 
transport service so the older ones reach school safe from attack by settlers; plus annual 
camps bringing some fun in the long summer break. This year the RURAL WOMEN 
renovated a crumbling kindergarten, while BSST funded school supplies and the two 
teachers’ salaries. theruralwomenassociation.wordpress.com 

 

SANAD YOUTH ASSOCIATION aims to 
empower the local community in the 
Palestinian town of Jatt in Israel’s deprived 
Triangle region. It focuses especially on 
young people as potential leaders of 
community change, helps them to improve 
their life skills, tackle gender inequality and 
racism, combat violence and improve their 
own democratic involvement in local 
politics and government.  

SANAD runs a Learning Centre to 
encourage lifelong education, including 
courses in organisational capacity building 
and personal skills development. It also 
houses an 'Incubator', offering consultancy 
services, infrastructure support, office 
space and facilities. BSST contributed core 
funding.             sanadweb.org  

http://theruralwomenassociation.wordpress.com/
http://sanadweb.org/
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SCHOOLHOUSE provides tailor-made courses for around 
three hundred refugees and asylum seekers annually. For 
the third year, BSST helped fund the team developing 
SCHOOLHOUSE’s specially designed teaching methods 
and curricula. 

Aged between 18 and 50, its students range from 
university graduates to those with nearly no schooling. 
Most come from Sudan, Eritrea, Nigeria, Ivory Coast, 
Venezuela and Bolivia. Many are deeply traumatised by 
experiences in their home countries, exacerbated by their 
hostile treatment since arriving in Israel.   

SCHOOLHOUSE teaches transferable and practical skills: 
study techniques and essential cultural competences (like 
form-filling!), plus specialist subjects computer literacy 
(from beginners’ to vocational e.g. Excel, video editing, 
graphic design) and English language (also from most 
basic to university preparation).  

        schoolhouse.org.il 

SOLIDARITY ARTS, ACTIVISM AND HUMAN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION unites artistic 
creativity with commitment to social justice, by showcasing feature and documentary films 
from Israel and around the world, where human rights are a central theme.  

Each December sees the Solidarity Festival tackle major issues such as globalisation, the 
Occupation, women’s rights, LGBTQ rights and climate change. Beside screenings, the 
festival hosts debate with film-makers, including Skype discussions with Gazan film activists 
who cannot attend in person. Its parallel programme, Solidarity in the Periphery, presents 
forty screenings and workshops in 
the most remote and disadvantaged 
parts of Israel, like unrecognised 
Bedouin villages of the Negev and 
Arab/Jewish towns in northern 
Galilee. Annually the festival reaches 
around 8,000 people, of whom 
2,000 are in the periphery. 

In a first for Israeli film festivals, SOLIDARITY is 
entirely trilingual. All branding, marketing, publicity 
and subtitling are Arabic/Hebrew/English. BSST 
helped fund PR/Communications. 

     solidaritytlv.org 

From Youth Unstoppable: The Rise of the Global Youth 
Climate Movement, screened at the Solidarity Film 
Festival 

“ 

As much as possible, we 
try to involve community 
members: for example, 
after the film screening, a 
film graduate from the 
Bedouin village of Um 
Batin will run summer 
activities for children in 
the Bedouin unrecognized 
villages. 

” 

 

http://schoolhouse.org.il/
http://solidaritytlv.org/
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TAG MEIR (Bright Tag) is an Israeli 
Jewish group upfront in its opposition 
to Jewish racism. Originally a faith-
based project, it now numbers 51 
organisations opposed to Jewish racism, 
with members ranging across the 
spectrum of Israeli Jewish life, from 
Orthodox to secular. BSST provided 
core funding for TAG MEIR’s anti-racism 
programme which is run under the 
auspices of Modern Orthodox group 
Yod Bet B’Heshvan. 

“ 

Although there are several 
organisations fighting 
racism in Israeli society, 
Tag Meir is the only 
one…specifically with a 
Jewish voice, promoting 
the values of pluralism, 
respect for the Other and 
tolerance specifically as 
values firmly rooted in 
Jewish tradition. …Tag Meir 
is uniquely placed to make 
inroads in the religious 
community where other 
organizations have not 
been successful... 

” 

 
 facebook.com/tagmeirisrael 

TENT OF NATIONS is a Palestinian Christian 
project uniting volunteers of different 
countries, cultures and religions. At its core is 
Daher’s Vineyard, an organic farm near 
Bethlehem. The family who own the farm 
maintain a constant personal presence, backed 
up by more than twenty years of court battles, 
to prevent the seizure of their land by the 
Israeli state.   

So far they have held on to the land, though 
they have not always been able to prevent 
ruthless destruction of orchards and crops by 
the IDF. Young people from across the world 
come to work on the farm, repair the 
destruction and support its owners. 

  tentofnations.org  

Harvesting the almond crop at Daher’s farm 

 ‘Urgent response’ visits to Palestinian victims of 
racist ‘Price Tag’ attacks 

 Joint vigils and commemorative events 
 Racism awareness work with trainee teachers in 

the Jewish religious sector 
 Building ties with Palestinian religious sector 

teachers  
 Pressure on government for stronger action 

against Price Tag attacks  
 Election campaigning: challenging candidates to 

stand up against racism  
 Lobbying for legislation against incitement to 

hatred  
 Legal action against religious leaders who incite 

hatred 
 Advocating for compensation for Palestinian 

victims of Jewish terror 
 Trilingual (Hebrew/ Arabic/English) Facebook 

pages 

http://facebook.com/tagmeirisrael
http://tentofnations.org/
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TISHREEN is a Palestinian community 
group, committed to social transformation. 
Based in Taybeh City, a key economic and 
cultural centre in the mostly 
Palestinian/Arab Triangle region of Israel, 
the group focuses especially on women, 
young people and children. It aims to 
strengthen local democracy, build skills both 
among individuals and the community, and 
enhance the residents’ sense of self-worth 
and Palestinian cultural identity.   

TISHREEN’s own art gallery, where it exhibits 
radical and challenging work produced by 
local artists, is central to its work, and is the 
subject of its newest project, the ‘Alternative 
Space’. This is an ambitious plan to make the 
gallery the go-to Triangle resource for 
meetings, events, exhibitions and innovatory 
cultural activities. BSST provided core 
funding. 

“ 

The Alternative Space will provide infrastructure and opportunity to overcome 
opposition from conservative community members to non-traditional art. It will 
promote local, Palestinian, Arab, progressive, disruptive and critical ideas and 
creativity that will contribute to shaping an independent and strong sense of identity 
within the community. 

” 

 facebook.com/TishreenAssociation 

VILLAGES GROUP is a small Jewish/Palestinian group working in villages in the South 
Hebron Hills and near Nablus. It is deeply involved in the Palestinian villagers’ struggles to 
educate their children, prevent their land being seized and stop their homes being 
destroyed. BSST has supported the Villages Group since our charity was founded.  

  

“ 

…the settler-colonialist thugs 
erected a tent to prevent the 
farmers harvesting their crops, 
to make their lives unbearable 
so they would leave their 
village… today the Civil 
Administration announced the 
tent would be dismantled, and it 
was… One hour later, Israeli 
soldiers showed up with a 
demolition order for a sheep 
pen and a well needed in the 
unbearable summer heat. This is 
how army, Civil Administration 
and courts work together… They 
place an illegal structure on 
Palestinian-owned land, ‘agree’ 
to remove it – and in return, 
demand a heavy price. 

” 

“ Our sweet neighborhood" an Alternative Space 
event 

Israeli army and Civil Administration uproot 1006 
olive tree seedlings at Umm al-Khair village 

villagesgroup.wordpress.com 

http://facebook.com/TishreenAssociation
http://villagesgroup.wordpress.com/
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ZOCHROT is a pioneering Israeli organization educating Jewish Israelis about the Nakba 
(Catastrophe) of 1948. Celebrated by Jews as the year the Jewish state was founded, for 
Palestinians 1948 is the year when 750,000 of them were driven from their homes or fled in 
terror. They were barred from returning, and hundreds of their villages were destroyed – or 
occupied and given Hebrew names. To this day, this Palestinian history is either denied or 
ignored within Israeli Jewish society.  

To bring this history before the Jewish 
public, ZOCHROT - Hebrew for 
‘Remembering’ – is best known for 
leading tours to the sites of former 
Palestinian villages. It also uses 
lectures, workshops, publications, art 
exhibitions, film festivals, maps, 
advocacy and direct action. 

While Jewish Israelis are ZOCHROT’s 

primary audience, it also targets 

Palestinians and overseas visitors, so its 

website and iNakba phone app are 

trilingual (Hebrew/Arabic/English) The 

website and app provide the most extensive online resources devoted to the Nakba, and the 

only ones available in Hebrew. BSST provided funding for the group’s educational work. 

 zochrot.org 

+972 MAGAZINE is a free online publication owned by Israeli 
and Palestinian journalists committed to ending the Occupation, 
advancing human rights and challenging the mainstream 
discourse about Israel-Palestine. It reports those voices 
overlooked by mainstream media. 

Since its 2010 launch, +972 has reached over 10 million 
unique readers, with an annual readership between 1 and 
2½ million. Its impact is international; the New York 

Times, CNN, the Guardian, BBC, and Le Monde 
Diplomatique pick up its stories and regularly 
interview its writers, while embassies frequently 
request briefings.  

+972’s work can be dangerous. Along with an 
increasingly hostile political environment, on the 
ground, Israeli police and soldiers and the 
Palestinian police often threaten violence and 
destroy journalists’ equipment, and reporters have 
been wounded and killed. +972 has had to 

upgrade staff protection, enhancing 
insurance, running extra cyber-security 
training, building reserves against possible 
lawsuits. BSST donated the insurance costs 
for one field reporter.  

    972mag.com  

From the exhibition "The (In)Human Spatial Condition" 

http://zochrot.org/
http://972mag.com/
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BSST Governance  

Staff 

BSST has no paid staff, premises or equipment. Its trustees, each with extensive voluntary 
sector experience and in-depth expertise on Israel/Palestine, carry out all functions including 
appointing and training new Board members. New trustees are recruited by personal contact 
and by advertisement.  

Trustee meetings are held every four to six weeks, where general policy, income generation 
and grant decisions are made.  

Administrative Details  

Registered Charity Name The British Shalom-Salaam Trust 
Charity Registration Number 1103211 
Registered Address  PO Box 39378, London SE13 5WH 
Bankers  HSBC, 85 Lewisham High Street, London SE13 6BE 
Independent Examiner  Ruth Naftalin FCA, 14 Park Crescent, London N3 2NJ 
E-mail  bsst@bsst.org.uk 
Website  bsst.org.uk 

Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities 

The charity trustees are responsible for preparing a trustees’ annual report and financial statements in 
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom 
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). The law applicable to charities in England and Wales 
requires the charity trustees to prepare financial statements for each year which give a true and fair 
view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources, 
of the charity for that period. 

In preparing the financial statements, the trustees are required to: 

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP; 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material 
departures that must be disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 
presume that the charity will continue in business. 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the 
financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the applicable Charities (Accounts and 
Reports) Regulations, and the provisions of the Trust deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding 
the assets of the charity and taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and 
other irregularities. The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and 
financial information included on the charity’s website in accordance with legislation in the United 
Kingdom governing the preparation and dissemination of financial statements.  

Approved by the trustees on 23rd September 2020, and signed on their behalf by: 

                                                                   

Dr Gill Yudkin, Chair      Colin Wainwright, Treasurer  

mailto:bsst@bsst.org.uk?subject=BSST%20Annual%20Report%202019-20
http://bsst.org.uk/
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the British Shalom-Salaam Trust 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the British Shalom-Salaam 
Trust for the year ended 28 February 2020. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act). 

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of 
the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable 
Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145 (5) (b) of the Act. 

Independent Examiner's statement  

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my 
attention giving me cause to believe in any material respect: 

1. accounting records were not kept as required by section 130 of the Act; or 
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or  
3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form 

and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 
2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a "true and fair view" which 
is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the 
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

Ruth Naftalin FCA 
14 Park Crescent 
London N3 2NJ 
 
23rd September 2020 
 

Accounts for The Year Ending 28 February 2020 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

     2019-20    2018-19 

  Note Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total 
   £    £    £    £    £    £   

Income 
 Donations received  105,344 57,932 163,276 78,669 59,443 138,112 
 Gift Aid on donations  3,376 546 3,922 2,215 782 2,997 
 Bank interest  41 - 41 32 - 32 
           

Total income   108,761 58,478 167,239  80,916 60,225 141,141 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES (continued) 

     2019-20    2018-19 

  Note Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total 
   £    £    £    £    £    £   

Expenditure 
 Charitable Activities 2 126,087 57,483 183,570 81,968 57,726 139,694 
 Publicity/Fundraising 3 2,657 - 2,657 511 - 511 
 Administration 4 72 - 72 191 - 191 
           

Total Expenditure   128,816 57,483 186,299  82,670 57,726 140,396 
           

Net income / (expenditure)   (20,055) 995 (19,060)  (1,754) 2,499 745 

 
Reconciliation of funds 
 Funds brought forward  55,133 18,679 73,812 56,887 16,180 73,068 
           

 Funds carried forward   35,078 19,674 54,752  55,133 18,679 73,813 

 

 

BALANCE SHEET 

       As at 28 February 2020 

  28/2/2020 28/2/2019 
  £    £    

Assets 
 Cash at bank 48,082 71,064 
 Debtors (HMRC Gift Aid) 6,670 2,748 
      

Total Assets  54,752  73,812 

 

Reconciliation of funds 
 Unrestricted funds 35,078 55,133 
 Restricted funds 19,674 18,679 
      

 Total Charity Funds  54,752  73,812 

 

 

Notes to the Accounts 

1 The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, and in accordance 
with Financial Reporting Standard 102, applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. The 
financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP), "Accounting and Reporting by Charities" issued in 2015 and applicable accounting standards. 

   2019-20   2018-19 
  Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total 

2 Charitable activities 
 Grants made 124,971 57,483 182,454 81,128 57,726 138,854 
 Direct bank charges 1,116  1,116 840  840 
          
   126,087 57,483 183,570  81,968 57,726 139,694 
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Notes to the Accounts (continued) 

   2019-20   2018-19 
  Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total 

3 Publicity / Fundraising 
 Printing postage stationery 555 - 555 408 - 408 
 Website and leaflet 2,102 - 2,102 103 - 103 
          
   2,657 - 2,657  511 - 511 

4 Administration 
 Bank charges 72 - 72 72 - 72 
 Sundry expenses - - - 119 - 119 
          
   72 - 72  191 - 191 

5 Trustee expenses 
 There were no expenses paid to trustees in either 2019/20 or 2018/19. 

6 Restricted Funds (including Post Boxes) 
  1/3/19   Income  Expenditure  28/2/20 

 Children's Fund 8,863 20,225 (25,818) 3,270 
 Christian Peacemaker Teams 325 400 - 725 
 Gaza Fund - 3,000 - 3,000 
 Good Shepherd Collective - 1,351 - 1,351 
 Green Olive Collective 95 - - 95 
 Israel Social TV 157 35 (192) - 
 Al Marsad - 12,000 (12,000) - 
 New Profile - 9,500 (9,500) - 
 Olive Grove Fund 4,854 5,407 (4,067) 6,194 
 Physicians for Human Rights Israel 1,006 1,500 (1,881) 625 
 St. John's Eye Hospital 375 375 - 750 
 Tent Of Nations 379 1,494 (400) 1,473 
 Tent Of Nations UK Friends - FOTON 1,000 - - 1,000 
 Villages Group 1,625 2,563 (3,625) 563 
 +972 Magazine - 629 - 629 
       

 Total  18,679  58,478  (57,483) 19,674 

7 Grants and Post Box Transfers Made 

Organisation £000s Organisation £000s 

Afaq Jadeeda 4.0 Al-Marsad 16.9 
Arab Single Mothers Forum 3.0 Min el Bahar 5.0 
Arous Elbahar 5.0 New Profile 12.5 
Arteam – Garden Library 4.4 Al-Nour Association for Community Development 4.0 
Combatants for Peace (Olive Trees) 3.0 Nour el Marifa Association 5.0 
Domari Society of Gypsies in Jerusalem 3.5 Palestine Trauma Centre 5.0 
Fragments Theatre 3.0 Parents Against Child Detentions 3.5 
Freddie Krivine Initiative 2.7 Physicians for Human Rights–Israel 2.5 
Friendship Village 5.0 Planet Bethlehem (Palestinian Seed Library, Olive Trees) 0.4 
Future Association for Development and Environment 4.4 Rodaina 4.5 
Hebron International Resources Network (incl Olive Trees) 2.3 Rural Women’s Association 3.6 
Hila – Committee for Equality in Education 5.0 Sanad Youth Association 3.0 
Humans Without Borders 5.0 Schoolhouse 4.1 
Isha L'Isha 5.0 Solidarity Arts Activism and Human Rights Association 3.5 
Israel Social TV 5.0 Tent of Nations 0.4 
Kafa Association for Social Change in the Negev 3.9 Tishreen 5.0 
Al-Karmel Cultural & Social Development Association 5.0 Villages Group 3.6 
Kotof Elkhair Association 3.3 Women’s Fund for Human Rights (Machsom Watch) 3.0 
Lada'at 5.0 Yod Bet B'Heshvan (Tag Meir) 3.0 
Lawyers for Good Governance 4.0 Zochrot 3.5 
Mahapach-Taghir 5.0 +972 Magazine 4.0 



 

 

  

 

BSST Trustees 

 Professor Anthony Bale, Professor of Medieval Studies 
 Vavi Hillel, retired Special Educational Needs and Disability practitioner (resigned 

January 2020) 
 Dr David Sperlinger, retired clinical psychologist (Trustee for Income Generation) 
 Colin Wainwright, IT specialist (Treasurer)  
 Naomi Wayne, retired charity chief executive (Secretary)  
 Dr Gillian Yudkin, retired GP (Chair)  

BSST Patrons 

 Sir Geoffrey Bindman   Claudia Roden 
 Sir Nicholas Hytner  Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah 
 Professor Francesca Klug OBE   Alexei Sayle 
 Lord Anthony Lester QC  Sir Antony Sher 
 Miriam Margolyes OBE  Professor Avi Shlaim FBA 
 Rabbi Jeffrey Newman  Dame Janet Suzman 
 Professor Susie Orbach  Zoë Wanamaker CBE 
 Rabbi Danny Rich  

BSST Advisory Group  

 Michael Ellman, solicitor, has carried out missions of enquiry, judicial and electoral 
observation and training to over 25 countries including Israel and Palestine. 

 Richard Kuper, long-standing campaigner for Palestinian human rights, retired 
university lecturer and founder of Pluto Press. 

 Tony Lerman, Senior Fellow, Bruno Kreisky Forum for International Dialogue, Vienna, 
and former Director of the Institute for Jewish Policy Research. 

 Miri Weingarten solicitor, formerly of Physicians for Human Rights-Israel and EU 
Advocacy Coordinator for a coalition of Israeli human rights groups. 

 Hadas Ziv, Director of Public Outreach in Physicians for Human Rights-Israel, 
previously Executive Director and winner of the 2009 Oak Fellowship for Human 
Rights   



 

 

 


