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From Our Chair
I start this introduction remembering
our great friend and supporter,
comedian Jeremy Hardy, who died at
the early age of 57 on 1st February this year. When we learned the news, in the midst
of our sadness, BSST resolved to make a special contribution to celebrating Jeremy’s
life, especially his support of Palestinian rights. We launched an appeal for funds in
his memory for planting olive trees in Palestine to replace some of the thousands
destroyed in the ongoing Occupation. With the money raised, we have already
enabled plantings in the South Hebron Hills and near Bethlehem and we are planning
further restoration of destroyed olive groves in next winter’s new planting season.
A huge thank you to all the many donors who responded so generously to our
appeal. We will post information on our Facebook page as more olive tree projects
are undertaken.
I hope that you will enjoy reading about our work this last year in alleviating in a
small but still significant way the deprivation and depredation among Palestinians in
the Occupied Territories (the West Bank including East Jerusalem, Gaza and the
Golan) and in Israel. Indeed, we support groups working for justice and equality for
all communities and demographic groups across Israel/Palestine.
We note in particular that groups within Israel challenging the Occupation and
campaigning against oppression and discrimination are under constant threat from
the Israeli government, and we are pleased to hear from them how much they value
our support. Those of us who have met activists in these groups and in the Occupied
Territories have found them to be inspirational.
We welcome all donors, new and existing, and ask you to continue to enable us to
assist grassroots projects in Israel/Palestine. Please spread the word about BSST.
Forward this report to family, friends and colleagues. It’s your donations that enable
us to make the difference that we do.

Dr Gill Yudkin
Chair, BSST

— Combatants for Peace

September 2019
Cover images: Front Cover: Members of the Parkour group 3 to Run Gaza practice in Gaza city (Photo Anne
Paq, Active Stills). Back Cover: Settlers sawed through an olive tree in the Palestinian village of ’Urif, Nablus
District (Photo Salma a-Deb’i, B’Tselem, April 2018)
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Who we are
The British Shalom-Salaam Trust is a
Jewish charity established in 2004. Our
trustees are Jewish, while our supporters
come from all faiths and none. We are
the only British Jewish grant-giving
charity specifically established to work
across Israel/Palestine, that is in the area
within Israel’s 1967 borders (the ‘Green
Line’) and in the Occupied Territories
(the West Bank including East Jerusalem,
Gaza and Golan).
BSST delivers public benefit under British
charity law in three ways: with the funds
we raise, making grants to qualified
applicant groups in Israel/Palestine;
through our ‘Post Box’ service, managing
charitable donations secured in Britain
by approved Israeli/Palestinian groups
with no British charitable arm; organising
emergency appeals in times of urgent
need.

Our grants policy: challenging oppression –
bringing justice and hope
Working closely with grassroots projects in Israel/Palestine, BSST is always aware of the
injustices, disparities in power and the destruction of democracy caused or exacerbated by
the Occupation. We focus on groups that make it central to their purpose to challenge
oppression, injustice and disadvantage, and that are committed to a just resolution of the
conflict in Israel/Palestine based on equality and mutual respect between all communities
there.
BSST assists regardless of ethnicity or religion, giving grants to Palestinian, Jewish and joint
groups, and also to groups working with African asylum seekers and migrant workers from
around the world who now live in Israel. We are particularly keen to assist projects tackling
difficult and contentious issues and those that may be overlooked by major funders.

How we work
Some BSST grant recipients employ paid staff and possess Israeli or Palestinian legal status
analogous to a British charity. However, we work equally with groups that have minimal
infrastructure, are entirely volunteer-run and are the most likely to struggle for mainstream
funding.
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Our application process is simple:
grant criteria posted on our
website, a brief, online, userfriendly application form, and
requests accepted all year round.
Our post box service similarly uses
a simple online application form
which trustees will consider at
any time of the year.
BSST necessarily operates at arm’s
length, so we have developed
procedures to evaluate the
groups that benefit from our
grants and our post box service.
As well as reviewing their
applications against a range of
criteria, we check the content in
the context of other material:
internet presence, newspaper reports, briefings from other groups and individuals in
Israel/Palestine. We have also implemented report-back procedures at the end of each
funding period, based on a standard form which is then tailored to each project.
Finally, where possible, we meet both grant and post box groups in person: when trustees
are in Israel/Palestine, we always aim to incorporate monitoring visits.

What we give
Grants usually range between £2,000 and £5,000. While we continue to hope our role can
shrink as organisations grow, we realise that, in the conditions prevailing in Israel/Palestine,
repeat funding will often be needed, as few projects will achieve long term sustainability
without continued grant support.
Women's Rights
Refugees &
9%
Migrant Workers
8%
Civic Engagement
7%

Art & Culture
2%
Children &
Education
31%

Human Rights
26%

Environment
1%
Health
16%
2018-19 Expenditure
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How we raise funds
Since our formation, thousands of individuals
have made donations to BSST: Jews, Christians,
Muslims, and those who assert no religious
belief or identity. Synagogues, churches and
peace groups have also supported us. Lastly,
we apply to charitable trusts for grant funding.
As we have no endowment, these donations
and grants are BSST’s lifeblood. We are hugely
grateful to all our supporters, large and small,
individuals and organisations, whose generosity
enables us to contribute to building a just
peace in Israel/Palestine.
Major donations to our general funds this year came from a range of individuals and from
the following organisations:
Balcombe Trust; Bernard Gold Foundation; Calpe Trust; CB&HH Taylor 1984
Trust; Edinburgh Liberal Jewish Community; Fulmer Trust; G&H Roberts
Community Trust; Humanitarian Trust; John and Susan Bowers Fund; Just
Trust; Network for Social Change; Peterborough Liberal Jewish Community;
WF Southall Trust; and two donors who prefer to remain anonymous

Jeremy Hardy memorial appeal
In 2014 BSST celebrated its 10th anniversary with an anniversary dinner and entertainment
provided by comedian and humanitarian, Jeremy Hardy. It was one of thousands of such
gigs for good causes that Jeremy performed over his lifetime.
‘I’ll do about half an hour’
he said on arrival. Ninety
minutes into a virtuoso
performance, there was
still no end in sight!
Having forgotten to check
the starting time and
fearing he hadn’t given us
enough, he just kept
going. ‘Typical Jeremy’
said his partner, Katie,
when we told her.
Jeremy Hardy’s political
commitment and activism
informed everything he
did, without ever detracting from his fiercely acerbic humour; he humanised politics, made
it accessible and comprehensible, and punctured the pretentions and lies of too many of its
practitioners.
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When he died in February, the
shock across the worlds of
comedy and of progressive
politics was huge. BSST’s
response was this immediate
appeal letter to the Guardian.
Hundreds of donors responded
- to our letter and to a parallel
Global Giving appeal. Where,
originally, we hoped to
regenerate one olive grove, a
dozen or more are likely to be
brought back to life.

“
“
“

Trees and Jeremy
Hardy, 2 of my
favourite "things".
We need to keep
replacing what has
been destroyed.
r– Sally

”

Jeremy was a wonderfully funny man, but always with a passion for the oppressed
underdog. He left us far too soon … your project is a beautiful way to honour Jeremy and
promote understanding between Jews and Palestinians. – Janet
My late wife’s mother came to England as a baby fleeing from Russian pogroms. Though
secular, my wife was proud of her Jewish ethnicity … I set up a small fund in her memory to
donate to charitable causes of which she would have approved. Yours would undoubtedly
have been one of them. – John

”
”
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Projects BSST supported in 2018-19
ARTEAM GARDEN LIBRARY is South
Tel Aviv’s only community centre for
asylum-seeking and migrant workers’
children and their parents. Already
desperately deprived, South Tel Aviv is
now home to most of the centre’s
potential users. Based in Levinski Park,
with a disused subterranean air-raid
shelter as its ‘office’, Arteam provides
a multilingual library, homework space
and after-school and summer holiday
activities. It especially targets angry
and disturbed older children.
Arteam rapidly extended its services during the panic produced by the Israeli government’s
recent attempts at mass deportation of asylum seekers. With 150 regular child clients as
well as many other occasional users, Arteam increased its opening hours and set up new
teenager support groups for boys, girls and ‘future leaders’. These prepare the older
children for tough futures, including possible attempts to deport them in the years to come.
BSST provided core funding.
BSST Grant £3.0k

thegardenlibrary.org

ASYLUM SEEKERS FROM AFRICA ANTIDEPORTATION CAMPAIGN For the last
five years, BSST has assisted three South
Tel Aviv groups that support Sudanese
and Eritrean asylum seeker families:
Arteam, described above; Microfy, a
vocational training centre for women
asylum seekers and migrant workers;
and Unitaf, which provides safe and
high-quality nursery care for asylum
seekers’ babies and toddlers.
Thanks to Network for Social Change, BSST secured funds to enable the three groups to
combine with other human rights organisations in a huge national campaign which defeated
government plans to deport thousands of asylum seekers to Rwanda and Uganda. While
massive opposition caused the deportation scheme to collapse - for now, at least - African
asylum seekers remain in limbo; their children stateless, and the adults with no social
entitlements, public health care, work permits, or right to refugee status.
BSST Grant £6.6k

thegardenlibrary.org

microfy.org

unitaf.org
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AL BUSTAN COMMUNITY CENTRE serves a traditional Jahalin Bedouin community, forced
from the Negev in the 1950s, who resettled in Jordan near east Jerusalem. In 1967 their new
home was occupied by Israel, and as the nearby Israeli settlement Ma’ale Adumim has
expanded, the Jahalin have faced repeated eviction. Now living alongside the Jerusalem
Municipality garbage dump, the Jahalin’s home circumstances are wretched, and their
herding lifestyle and social fabric destroyed.
Al Bustan Community Centre was
founded by a rare universityeducated Jahalin Bedouin woman
as a response to this devastation.
It provides an after-school
programme of English, drama,
games, art and music, a library of
Arabic and English books, a
homework space, an annual twoweek summer camp, specialist
psychological support for the
children, and training in clothes
manufacture so mothers can
earn income for their families. It is helped by Israeli and international student volunteers
from anti-Occupation Israeli group, Achvat Amim (Solidarity with the Nations).
BSST donated 40% of the new building cost to replace the decrepit outhouse of a Jahalin
family home which was the original centre. The remaining 60% is being crowd funded.
BSST Grant £3.1k

facebook.com/Albustan-center-164717674115957

COALITION OF WOMEN FOR PEACE is a
grassroots Israeli group encouraging more
women, both Jewish and Palestinian, to take up
visible leadership roles: most high-profile Israeli
politicians, activists and voluntary group leaders
are men, and in a militarised society awash with
weapons, the prevailing culture is macho.
‘Feminist activism against the Occupation is
almost non-existent. Most radical feminist
activists are burnt out, afraid, or have shifted
their activism to other feminist struggles, mainly
within Israel.’

BSST supported the Coalition’s campaigns work
around women political prisoners, women in
Gaza, and the impact of evictions and
displacements on women in occupied Area C.
BSST Grant £5k

coalitionofwomen.org
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COMBATANTS FOR PEACE (CfP) describes itself as ‘the world’s only non-violent movement
founded and sustained by former armed combatants in an ongoing conflict’. Set up in 2006
by former Palestinian and Israeli combatants, it works to end the Occupation and build a
just and sustainable peace, conducting tours, engaging in actions like olive tree planting, and
cooperating with other peace and human rights groups.
In recent years, BSST has made a small grant to CfP’s annual ‘Alternative Memorial’ held in
Tel Aviv, which remembers all who have been killed throughout the Israel/Palestine conflict.
This time we were asked to support new ceremonies in the West Bank for Palestinians who
couldn’t get travel permits for the main event. When some permits came through at the last
minute, BSST instead helped cover travel costs for those Palestinians able to reach Tel Aviv.

“

I was in Ramallah telling my story and an audience member said, “Are you asking us to
forgive you?” I said, “No, I don’t forgive myself, nor do I ask for forgiveness.” Telling my
story is not about forgiveness, but about responsibility. Not just words – it is about action.
– Israeli Jewish CfP member, Chen-Alon

”

CfP’s Alternative Memorial

“

Maybe it’s the belief that promoting peace is still possible; maybe it’s the brave friendship
I have found with the Israeli women. For the first time I can talk about my hope for the
future.
– Palestinian CfP member, Kholod-Abu-Raeya

BSST Grant £1k

”

cfpeace.org

DE-COLONIZER is a research and educational project
organizing talks and ‘alternative’ tours and
producing written hard copy and e-materials about
the history of the Israeli state. These include a
book about the Nakba (‘Catastrophe’ – the
Palestinian description of the foundation of
Israel), a printed ‘Colonial Destruction Map’
showing the pre-1948 villages which no
longer exist, and a very informative
website. BSST provided core funding.

BSST Grant £2k

de-colonizer.org
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DOMARI SOCIETY OF GYPSIES IN JERUSALEM serves a three thousand strong community
living in East Jerusalem,
including the Old City. Originally from India, but now
a centuries-old feature of Jerusalem, the
Domari are very traditional, largely
invisible
to
outsiders,
extremely poor and subject
to much discrimination within
the wider Arab community.
The Domari Society runs after-school
tutoring for underperforming Domari
children who are isolated in their Arab
schools, plus literacy courses and
vocational training – sewing, catering and
hairdressing – for adult women. BSST paid
for two qualified teachers to deliver the
tutoring, alongside Palestinian student
volunteers from the Hebrew University.
BSST Grant £3.2k

domarisociety.wixsite.com/domarisocietywebsite

FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE is a courageous education project dedicated to ‘inter-cultural
understanding and respectful coexistence based on real equality, tolerance, democracy and
peace’. In cooperation with several Israeli universities and other teacher training
institutions, and always using Jewish and Palestinian professional facilitators working
through Hebrew and Arabic, it has tackled the widespread ignorance among teachers of
their country’s history. Its fully accredited programmes ‘shatter the beliefs of the Jewish
participants and empower the Arab/Palestinian ones to stand up for their rights’, and are
hugely successful in shifting attitudes and creating confidence.

“
“
“

I expected the workshop to be difficult, with anger and alienation within the group …
However, the course ended with the exact opposite of that feeling.
– Palestinian Course Participant
I got to the first sessions thinking
‘I will never be a friend with an
Arab’, they hate me and all the
Jews, and all the terror is only
their fault … then I learned to
hear the things that bother them.
The workshop is the best course I
had all semester - I wish I could
take it again
– Jewish Course Participant

”

… due to the racism that appears in Israeli society (these courses are) of the highest
priority … We hope similar courses will happen in every academic institution in Israel.
– Dr Ornat Turin, Gordon Academic College of Education, Haifa

BSST Grant £5k

”

”

friendshipvillage.org.il
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FUTURE ASSOCIATION FOR DEVELOPMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT (FADE) is a
community group based in Al Nuseirat refugee camp in mid Gaza, whose summer
programme BSST has supported for several years. In 2018 FADE provided places for 100
especially marginalised
and traumatised children
aged between six and
fifteen.
Art, dance, theatre, music
and sport keep the
children engaged, and
they receive personal
health, nutrition, stressreduction and hygiene
support.
FADE
also
involves the children in
practical environmental
projects such as rubbish recycling and tree planting. Additionally, around 100 mothers were
helped by FADE to acquire more skills in children’s play.
BSST Grant £5k

facebook.com/the.futuer.gaza

HILA – COMMITTEE FOR EQUALITY IN EDUCATION explains that poorer and marginalised
communities lose out badly in Israel’s education system:

“

too often, a family's financial status, educational level and ethnic origin determine their
children's educational opportunities (with) only one in ten students entering university
coming from an underprivileged family’

HILA trains parents from deprived
groups to enforce their children’s
legal rights, so they get the best
possible education. It targets
Bedouin, other Palestinian, Mizrahi,
Ethiopian and Haredi Jewish families.
Having discovered that many
Palestinians are reluctant or unable
to access HILA’s mainstream services,
the organisation now provides
specially tailored support funded by
BSST. This year, we paid for an Arab
course leader to teach advocacy to
Arab parents in five towns and
villages.

”

BSST Grant £5k
hila-equal-edu.org.il
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HIRN – HEBRON INTERNATIONAL
RESOURCE NETWORK is a
community
activist
group
undertaking audacious schemes
to improve the lives of local
people in Hebron City and the
surrounding villages, where the
Israeli Occupation is felt most
harshly. For many years BSST
provided HIRN with its Post Box
service, a role that has now been
taken on by Amos Trust.
However, BSST continues to
assist specific HIRN projects.

HIRN delivering new computers to the school in the marginalised village
Beit Mirsim – HIRN donated them in memory of Jeremy Hardy – the school
now has a ‘Jeremy Hardy Computer Lab’

These include building kindergartens, improvements to girls’ schools, school bus repairs,
school computer labs, vineyard and olive grove restoration, house-building and facilities for
foreign visitors. BSST covered the costs to upgrade a vital community centre - with
playground shading, artificial grass and picnic tables - in Umm al-Khair village. This is one of
the Bedouin villages most frequently targeted for IDF demolitions, whose residents are also
constantly harassed by the Jewish settlement of Karmel just yards away.
BSST Grant £2.1k

Post Box Transfer £7.3k

facebook.com/HIRN-388180624554795

HUDA’S
KINDERGARTEN
in
Khashem
al-Daraj,
another
isolated south Hebron Bedouin
village, was once again supported
by BSST’s contribution to staff
salary costs. Forty children now
attend – from the local village
and surrounding hills – ensuring
that when they start primary
school, they are well able to keep
up. Funds for the kindergarten
were sought by the Israeli
women’s organization, Machsom (Checkpoint) Watch as neither Israel nor the Palestinian
Authority pays for Palestinian preschool education in this area.
BSST Grant £1.5k
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HUMANS WITHOUT BORDERS (HWB), a tiny all-volunteer group founded during the second
intifada, helps Palestinian children from the West Bank, and sometimes from Gaza, who
have life-threatening illnesses needing advanced medical treatment available only in Israel.
HWB’s 80 volunteer drivers use their own cars to meet Palestinian families at checkpoints
and escort them to and from (mainly Jerusalem) hospitals. They also help hospital staff and
parents communicate, visit children who need to be hospitalised and provide any other aid
needed by the families. HWB undertakes around 4000 trips annually, as well as organising
large group social outings for the children and their families.

“

BSST Grant £5k

HWB believes it is
every child's right
to grow and
develop in a caring
and supportive
environment and is
committed to
ensuring the safety
and well-being of
Palestinian children
and Palestinian
communities.

”

humans-without-borders.org

ISRAEL SOCIAL TV (ISTV) is an independent media organisation which BSST has supported
for many years, and which covers those issues barely reported by mainstream media. BSST
provided 60% of the
funding for a series of
special films marking 70
years since the birth of
Israel and of the Nakba
(catastrophe) for the
Palestinians. These ISTV
films reflect on and
counter the ‘deliberately
engineered culture of
separation’ between Jews
and Palestinians.
ISTV film: Jewish-Arab Kindergarten in a Kibbutz. This Jewish mother and kibbutz
member began by hating the idea of sharing the kibbutz kindergarten with children
from a nearby Arab village, but once it opened she became a passionate supporter.

“

Our films present rare initiatives for a shared life, from multicultural and linguistic schools,
through a joint struggle against the Occupation, and joint peace initiatives challenging the
existing separation policy by exposing and presenting common spaces of Jews and
Palestinians that will create public awareness of the shared legitimate space for all.

BSST Grant £5k

Post Box Transfer £1k

”

tv.social.org.il
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AL KARMEL CULTURAL & SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION is a
small community-run group based in
the Nuseirat refugee camp in midGaza providing psychological and
social support for young people who
have been traumatised by the
continuing conflict. BSST again
supported an
annual threeweek summer
camp for 120
children aged 7
to 14, with priority given to those who are suffering from trauma
and to the children of the poorest and most disadvantaged
families.

BSST Grant £5.2k

facebook.com/elkarmel.org

LADA’AT - CHOOSE WELL promotes healthy sexuality and
supports women and couples in Jerusalem in realising
their reproductive rights. Following a visit by BSST
trustees to discuss how to increase take up among
under-represented Jerusalem residents, Lada’at
devised a new BSST-funded project, ‘Increasing our
Outreach to African Asylum-Seeking Women and Arab
Women in Jerusalem.’ This involved translating
Lada’at’s website into Arabic, running education
sessions for African asylum-seeking women, and
providing face-to-face and phone counselling for African
and Palestinian women, with provision for the latter in Arabic.

“

During her pregnancy termination and follow-up, we supported a young Arab client who
had been living away from her family as a student in Jerusalem. Shortly after the
procedure, our client called, fearful that financial transactions with her health insurer
would appear on her father’s bank statement. Beyond her right to privacy, there was also
an apparent threat to her life. Our counsellors helped our client stop this transfer
disclosure, and arranged with the insurers that this problem would not arise again for
other women.
– Lada’at case study

BSST Grant £5k

”

www.ladaat.org.il

Page 14

British Shalom-Salaam Trust Annual Report and Accounts 2018-19
LAWYERS FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE (LGG) was
founded by young, Nazareth-based Palestinian lawyers
to bring ‘professionalism, integrity and transparency’
to local councils in Israel’s Palestinian towns and cities.
It is the first Palestinian legal organisation to confront
the effects of the clan-basis of much Arab local
government within Israel: corruption, nepotism,
inflated salaries, maladministration, abuse of power
and poor service delivery.
LGG operates a free and confidential Arab-language
complaints hotline staffed by specially trained
volunteer lawyers and law students. It takes cases
with the potential to set system-wide precedents, runs a growing outreach/educational
programme for secondary school students, works with Arab media, delivers seminars for
local government councillors, and has produced the first Arab-language good governance
manual for elected local government personnel. BSST provided core funding.
BSST Grant £5k

facebook.com/Lawyers.for.Good.Governance

LEGAL DEFENCE FOR PALESTINE (LDP) provides professional legal defence for West Bank
Palestinians, and for some Israeli activists, who are arrested resisting the Occupation. It
focuses on events in villages nearest to Israel’s wall/fence and to its expanding settlements.
LDP also runs a volunteer network of experienced and legally knowledgeable activists who
collect physical evidence and testimony; often their findings enable the LDP legal team to
disprove forced confessions and other ‘evidence’.
As well as frequent court
appearances, LDP lawyers give
legal advice, provide phone
consultations for detainees held
in police stations, petition to
speed up the processing of
prisoners and visit jails. BSST’s
grant helped cover legal fees.

Israeli soldiers leave workshop in disarray as part of collective punishment
against all residents of Kobar village. (Photo: Iyad Hadad, B’Tselem)

“

S.A.K was arrested in a night raid and held under administrative detention. Without any
charges, defence was nearly impossible. S.A.K.’s medical condition deteriorated in jail
and only after several appeals were the legal team able to secure his release. After being
out of prison for most of 2018, S.A.K was again arrested. He is currently still without any
charges under administrative detention.

BSST Grant £4.7k

”

legaldefenseforpalestine.org
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AL MARSAD – ARAB HUMAN RIGHTS
CENTRE IN THE GOLAN HEIGHTS was
founded in a largely ignored area of
the Occupation, a part of Syria that
Israel has annexed and treats as Israeli
territory. Its location and anomalous
legal status mean Al Marsad cannot
access European Union funding
available to organisations within the
rest of the Occupied Territories. Even
so, the group has managed to set up
an impressive range of services,
including:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

documenting human rights violations;
providing free legal advice to hundreds of people annually who cannot afford a lawyer;
bringing test cases before the Israeli courts;
distributing ‘Know Your Rights’ leaflets to workplaces and meetings, and via social media;
providing workshops on: employment, housing, women’s rights, residency, landmines,
family separation, access to natural resources, identity, and civil society activism;
➢ training other grassroots groups in organisation skills
➢ running ‘alternative tourism’ events which retrieve the history of Syrian Golan;
➢ campaigning to increase international awareness of the human rights situation in the Golan.

BSST Grant £4k

Post Box Transfer £18.5k

golan-marsad.org

MIN EL BAHAR (Sea Holidays for Palestinian Children) is a long running Jewish/Palestinian
project which challenges the Occupation, while providing joy to thousands of Palestinian
families. Israeli checkpoints prevent West Bank families reaching the Mediterranean under
their own steam, though it is only a few miles from their homes. So each summer, a
mammoth feat of joint action across the Israel/West Bank ‘border’ enables Min el Bahar to
give 1,500 Palestinian children and mothers a day at the sea. The children have a few hours
of freedom, fun and safety, while their mothers can relax and share experiences with Israeli
volunteers, briefly escaping the pressures of domesticity and Occupation.
The four Tel Aviv grandmothers who run Min
el Bahar, along with Palestinian organisers
across the West Bank, recruit participants,
arrange transport, entertainment and meals
for some two dozen day-trips to the coast,
and, crucially, negotiate with the IDF so
everyone gets through the checkpoints.
Nearly all the project’s funding comes from
individual donors, with BSST providing the
only major grant.
BSST GRANT £5k

minelbahar.com
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AL NOUR ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT is based in Deir al-Balah, Gaza,
and delivers health, social and humanitarian
services. These include psychosocial support
via a summer camp for a hundred children
aged eight to twelve years, using art,
writing, theatre, sport and day trips. The
group also provides both individual
psychotherapy for those most disturbed,
and training to help parents identify and
cope with their children’s problems. Around
two hundred mothers have participated in
parent training sessions and day trips. Al
Nour reports the camp is very popular, with
families repeatedly asking for it to be
extended.
BSST Grant £3.9k

PHYSICIANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ISRAEL (PHRI) is a
hugely important medical and human rights organisation,
independently run, but part of an international network.
It holds free weekly clinics in the West Bank, and a Tel
Aviv clinic for asylum seekers and foreign workers
without access to mainstream services. It also maintains
close links to Palestinian health providers, bringing
essential medical supplies into the Occupied Territories
in times of crisis.

Post Box Transfer £2.5K

www.phr.org.il
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SADAKA REUT (Arab-Jewish Partnership) brings together Palestinian and Jewish young
people in social and political change. It emphasises marginalized groups – Bedouin
Palestinians, Ethiopian, Russian
and Mizrachi Jews – and works in
universities where there is
normally little Jewish/Palestinian
student interaction.
Sadaka Reut has operated for
thirty years, creating new
generations of young activists
promoting ‘a shared society
based on equality, solidarity, and
justice’. Unlike many PalestinianJewish projects, which prioritise
learning about the other’s
culture, Sadaka Reut confronts the tougher issues of conflict and unequal power relations.
Many of its ‘graduates’ go on to be campaigning activists and leaders.

“

It was my first experience in an Arab-Jewish framework. There is no option to not confront
the other. It was important for me that ‘the other’ listens to what I have to say, and I also
wanted to listen … I realised the Jewish group did not know much about our reality as
Arabs, and therefore the discussion with them was so crucial.

“

Sadaka-Reut was one of the most meaningful frameworks in which Jews and Arabs choose
to work together … The fact that it was very much connected to the activism scene
contributed to my development. I got to know more activists, started going to the occupied
territories, learned about struggles.

– Palestinian ‘graduate’ Rawan Bshara, MA student and youth centre worker

– Jewish ‘graduate’, Oren Ziv, a founder of the ActiveStills photographers’ collective

Post Box Transfer £7k

”
”

reutsadaka.org

SANAD YOUTH ASSOCIATION aims to
empower the local community living in
the Palestinian town of Jatt in Israel’s
deprived Triangle region. It focuses on
young people as potential leaders of
community change, and helps them build
local capacity in life skills, gender equality,
anti-racism and combatting violence, and
democratic involvement.
BSST contributed core funding.

BSST grant £3k

sanadweb.org
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SCHOOLHOUSE was established by a group of Tel Aviv residents committed to human rights
and the belief that everyone is
entitled to fulfil their potential. It
provides adult education for
refugees, asylum seekers and
migrant workers in South Tel
Aviv. Some students have never
been to school while others are
university graduates. Most come
from Sudan, Eritrea, Nigeria, Ivory
Coast, Bolivia and Venezuela.
Many are deeply traumatised by
experiences in their home
countries, exacerbated by their
treatment since arriving in Israel.
Schoolhouse teaches computer skills and English language, from basic to university level.
BSST funded its English language coordinator to develop teaching methods and curricula
most suitable for their refugee-migrant users.
BSST grant £3.1k

schoolhouse.org.il

STANDING TOGETHER (ST) is a
new grassroots movement,
neither an NGO nor a party,
formed in Israel in 2015. It unites
Jews and Arabs, locally and
nationally, around campaigns for
peace, equality and social justice
‘in order to build power and
transform Israeli society’. While
ST believes ‘there is nothing that
a committed and hopeful group
of people cannot achieve’, they
acknowledge how tough this will
be.

“

We recognize the interconnections between the growing social and economic disparities in
Israeli society, the Occupation of the Palestinian territories, attacks on democratic
freedoms, and hardships faced by minorities such as Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel, the
LGBTQ community, women, and immigrants. We know that we cannot address one of
these challenges without solving the others.

”

Whenever we launch a campaign, we aim for a broad coalition … it’s a serious daily
challenge … where we hold meetings, where to put our resources, what language we use
… which struggles to participate in.

BSST supported ST’s campaigning work against the deportation of African asylum seekers.
BSST Grant £1.8k

standing-together.org
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TENT OF NATIONS is a Palestinian Christian project
uniting young volunteers of different countries,
cultures and religions. At its core is Daher’s
Vineyard, an organic farm a few miles from
Bethlehem, where the family owners maintain a
constant personal presence to avoid its seizure by
the Israeli state, though they are not always able to
prevent ruthless destruction of orchards and crops
by the IDF. Young people from across the world
come to work on the farm and support its owners.
Post Box Transfer £1.7k

tentofnations.org

TISHREEN, a Palestinian community
group in Taybeh City, in the Triangle
region of Israel, first approached BSST
in 2014, when we funded their
creative campaign against the gun
violence from local organised crime.
Tishreen now runs many projects:
economic empowerment for women,
youth leadership and mentoring,
raising children’s social awareness
and an art gallery space. BSST helped
Tishreen with core funding.
BSST Grant £5k

www.tishreen.net

TOHU is a tiny new arts organisation whose core project is an
independent and free online magazine in Hebrew, Arabic and
English. It aims to overcome the lack of good writing about art
and culture in the first two languages, with original essays,
reviews, interviews and columns, as well as visual content
created by Israeli, Palestinian and international artists. It also
organises events, screenings, workshops, and talks. Its first
conference, focusing on Afro/Arabfuturism, featured both local
academics and artists and leading international scholars who were
visiting the region for the first time. BSST provided core
funding.

“

We represent a non-violent resistance and support for Palestinian culture and the Arabic
language. The magazine does not follow the normal Israeli discourse: while openly against
the Occupation, we are not a ‘coexistence’ project. As an online magazine in three
languages, Tohu offers exposure to the Israel/Palestine/Middle East art scenes.

BSST GRANT £2.8k

”

tohumagazine.com
Page 20

British Shalom-Salaam Trust Annual Report and Accounts 2018-19
VILLAGES GROUP is a small
Jewish/Palestinian
group
working in villages in the
South Hebron Hills and near
Nablus. It is deeply involved
in the Palestinian villagers’
struggles to educate their
children, prevent their land
being seized and stop their
homes being destroyed.
BSST has supported the
Villages Group since our
charity was founded.
Post Box Transfer £0.2k
villagesgroup.wordpress.com

Field after settlers chopped down 54 olive trees on land
belonging to families in the village of ‘Urif, Nablus District

“

The settlers didn’t leave a single tree. I haven’t been
able to get there - I’m scared to go because of the
settlers. I told my sons not to go there alone.
Because they work in Israel, they don’t want to file a
complaint in case their permits are taken from
them: they have families to provide for. I have
nothing left. This is the plot I inherited from my
father.
–Jamileh Shehadeh, 81, from ‘Urif

”

Photos by Salma a-Deb’i, B’Tselem, 2018
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BSST Governance & Trustees
BSST Trustees
BSST has no paid staff, premises or equipment. Its trustees, each with extensive voluntary
sector experience and in-depth expertise on Israel/Palestine, carry out all functions
including appointing and training new Board members. New trustees are recruited by
personal contact and by advertisement.
Trustee meetings are held every four to six weeks, where general policy, income generation
and grant decisions are made. During 2018-19 the Board comprised:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Prof. Anthony Bale, Professor of Medieval Studies
Vavi Hillel, retired Special Educational Needs and Disability practitioner
Dr David Sperlinger, retired clinical psychologist (Trustee for Income Generation)
Colin Wainwright, IT specialist (Treasurer)
Naomi Wayne, retired charity chief executive (Secretary)
Dr Gillian Yudkin, retired GP (Chair)

BSST Patrons
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Sir Geoffrey Bindman
Moris Farhi MBE
Baroness Sally Greengross
Sir Nicholas Hytner
Professor Francesca Klug OBE
Lord Anthony Lester QC
Miriam Margolyes OBE
Sir Jonathan Miller CBE
Rabbi Jeffrey Newman
Professor Susie Orbach

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Rabbi Danny Rich
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Alexei Sayle
Sir Antony Sher
Professor Avi Shlaim FBA
Dame Janet Suzman
Rabbi Jackie Tabick
Zoë Wanamaker CBE
Michelene Wandor

BSST Advisory Group
This group of eminent activist experts was established in 2013-14 to support the trustees.
➢ Michael Ellman, solicitor, has carried out missions of enquiry, judicial and electoral
observation and training to over 25 countries including Israel and Palestine.
➢ Richard Kuper, long-standing campaigner for Palestinian human rights, retired university
lecturer and founder of Pluto Press.
➢ Tony Lerman, former Director of the Institute for Jewish Policy Research who now writes on
Israel-Palestine, antisemitism, Zionism and multiculturalism.
➢ Miri Weingarten solicitor, formerly of Physicians for Human Rights-Israel and EU Advocacy
Coordinator for a coalition of Israeli human rights groups.
➢ Hadas Ziv, Director of Public Outreach in Physicians for Human Rights-Israel, previously
Executive Director and winner of the 2009 Oak Fellowship for Human Rights.
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Volunteer support
As well as our trustees, we received volunteer support from our Independent Examiner,
Ruth Naftalin, and from Shay Hamias who designed our new logo.
Administrative Details
Registered Charity Name
Charity Registration Number
Registered Address
Bankers
Independent Examiner
E-mail
Website

The British Shalom-Salaam Trust
1103211
PO Box 39378, London SE13 5WH
HSBC, 85 Lewisham High Street, London SE13 6BE
Ruth Naftalin FCA, 14 Park Crescent, London N3 2NJ
bsst@bsst.org.uk
bsst.org.uk

Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities
The charity trustees are responsible for preparing a trustees’ annual report and financial
statements in accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards
(United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). The law applicable to charities in
England and Wales requires the charity trustees to prepare financial statements for each
year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming
resources and application of resources, of the charity for that period.
In preparing the financial statements, the trustees are required to:
•
•
•
•
•

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP;
make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material
departures that must be disclosed and explained in the financial statements;
prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to
presume that the charity will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to
ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the applicable
Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations, and the provisions of the Trust deed. They are
also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and taking reasonable steps for
the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. The trustees are responsible
for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial information included on the
charity’s website in accordance with legislation in the United Kingdom governing the
preparation and dissemination of financial statements.
Approved by the trustees on 4th October 2019, and signed on their behalf by:

Dr Gill Yudkin, Chair

Colin Wainwright, Treasurer
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the British Shalom-Salaam Trust
I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the British Shalom-Salaam
Trust for the year ended 28 February 2019.
Responsibilities and basis of report
As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts
in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act).
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145
of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable
Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145 (5) (b) of the Act.
Independent Examiner's statement
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my
attention giving me cause to believe in any material respect:
1.
2.
3.

accounting records were not kept as required by section 130 of the Act; or
the accounts do not accord with those records; or
the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the
form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports)
Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a "true and
fair view" which is not a matter considered as part of an independent
examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Ruth Naftalin FCA
14 Park Crescent
London N3 2NJ
4th October 2019
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Accounts for The Year Ending 28 February 2019
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
2018-19
Note

2017-18

Unrestricted Restricted
£
£

Total
£

Unrestricted Restricted
£
£

Total
£

Income
Donations received
Gift Aid on donations
Bank interest

78,669
2,215
32

59,443
782
-

138,112
2,997
32

118,597
2,353
10

84,869
3,827
-

203,466
6,180
10

Total income

80,916

60,225

141,141

120,960

88,696

209,656

81,968
511
191

57,726
-

139,694
511
191

108,599
1,217
115

87,085
-

195,684
1,217
115

Total Expenditure

82,670

57,726

140,396

109,931

87,085

197,016

Net income / (expenditure)

(1,754)

2,499

745

11,029

1,611

12,640

Reconciliation of funds
Funds brought forward

56,887

16,180

73,068

45,858

14,570

60,428

Funds carried forward

55,133

18,679

73,813

56,887

16,181

73,068

Expenditure
Charitable Activities
Publicity/Fundraising
Administration

2
3
4

BALANCE SHEET
As at 28 February 2019
28/2/2019
£

28/2/2018
£

Assets
Cash at bank
Debtors (HMRC Gift Aid)

71,064
2,748

67,884
5,184

Total Assets

73,812

73,068

Reconciliation of funds
Unrestricted funds
Restricted funds

55,133
18,679

56,887
16,181

Total Charity Funds

73,812

73,068
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Notes to the Accounts
1

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, and in accordance
with Financial Reporting Standard 102, applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. The
financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice
(SORP), "Accounting and Reporting by Charities" issued in 2015 and applicable accounting standards.
2018-19
Unrestricted Restricted

2

3

4

5

Charitable activities
Grants made
Direct bank charges

Publicity / Fundraising
Printing postage stationery
Website and leaflet

Administration
Bank charges
Sundry expenses

Total

2017-18
Unrestricted Restricted

Total

81,128
840

57,726

138,854
840

107,749
850

87,085
-

194,834
850

81,968

57,726

139,694

108,599

87,085

195,684

408
103

-

408
103

1,145
72

-

1,145
72

511

-

511

1,217

-

1,217

72
119

-

72
119

93
22

-

93
22

191

-

191

115

-

115

Trustee expenses
There were no expenses paid to trustees in either 2018/19 or 2017/18.

6

Restricted Funds

Asylum Seekers
Children's Fund
Christian Peacemaker Teams - CPT
Green Olive Collective
Hebron International Resource Network - HIRN
Israel Social TV
Al Marsad
Min el Bahar
Olive Grove
Physicians for Human Rights Israel
Sadaka Reut
St. John Eye Hospital
Tent of Nations
Tent of Nations UK Friends - FOTON
Villages Group
Total

1/3/18

Income

Expenditure

28/2/19

1,103
38
325
95
5,742
865
4,113
2,006
893
1,000
-

398
23,224
1,082
244
18,525
4,854
1,500
7,000
375
1,186
1,837

(1,501)
(14,399)
(6,824)
(952)
(18,525)
(4,113)
(2,500)
(7,000)
(1,700)
(212)

8,863
325
95
157
4,854
1,006
375
379
1,000
1,625

16,180

60,225

(57,726)

18,679
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THE BRITISH SHALOM-SALAAM TRUST
Donations, Standing Orders and Gift Aid
ALL DONATIONS – Please fill in your details
Name
Address
Postcode
E-mail
Telephone
☐

I confirm that I wish to receive occasional information from BSST. I understand that communications
will only come from BSST and that I can stop them whenever I wish, and that BSST will not pass my
data to any third party for direct marketing. See BSST’s privacy policy at bsst.org.uk/privacy.

SINGLE DONATION
Please find enclosed a cheque for £
STANDING ORDER DONATION – Please fill in details of your bank
Bank Name
Bank Address

Account Name
Bank Sort Code

-

-

Please pay ☐£15

☐£25

Account Number
☐£35

☐£50

☐£100

First payment date

☐Other £

per month (tick one)

until further notice

To the British Shalom-Salaam Trust, HSBC Account 11576585 Sort Code 40-04-15
PROJECT Donations will be used at the Trustees’ discretion unless you specify a purpose
GIFT AID
If you are a UK taxpayer, BSST can claim back tax that you have paid. It costs you nothing, but BSST recovers 25
pence for every £1 you give. We can only claim Gift Aid if you provide your address (including postcode), above.
☐

(please tick) I am a UK taxpayer, I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for

each tax year that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax
do not qualify. I want BSST to treat all donations that I have made in the past four years, and all future donations to
be Gift Aided until I notify you otherwise. I understand that BSST will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Please inform us if you want to cancel this declaration or if you change your name or address, or if you no
longer pay sufficient tax on your income or your capital gains.
SIGNATURE
Please complete and sign this form and send it to:
BSST, P O Box 39378, London SE13 5WH,
or scan the signed form and e-mail it to bsst@bsst.org.uk

Date
To donate by credit card or PayPal or
to set up a direct debit, scan this code
or go to www.bsst.org.uk/donate

See the full range of our activities on our website: bsst.org.uk

