BRITISH SHALOM-SALAAM TRUST
ANNUAL REPORT 2009-10
for the year ending 28 February 2010

Page 1 of 14

BSST ANNUAL REPORT 2009-2010 (MARCH 1 2009 to 28 FEBRUARY 2010)

Chair’s introduction:
Welcome to the British Shalom-Salaam Trust’s sixth annual report, where we present our values and
introduce the inspirational projects that we have been pleased to support this year.
We remain a small charity with a growing reputation for seeking to aid those groups – often small and
new – that are working to promote effective, peaceful and sustaining relationships between Jewish and
Palestinian Israelis, and other Palestinian communities in the Occupied Territories. We have received
increasing numbers of appeals for support from these groups mainly because the humanitarian
situation has worsened since the bombardment of Gaza, and also because of the growing impact of the
economic recession internationally. This is in the wake of the Madoff fraud which hit some of our
projects hard in 2008-9.
We continue to favour projects which aim to promote joint working towards a peaceful solution, while, at
the same time, we have had to respond even more to the most fundamental and pressing needs - for
food and medicine, for help with mental health and counselling, in getting primary age children to school
safely, for summer schemes for school-age children, legal support to challenge settler encroachment –
for the possibility simply to live a life of basic human dignity.
We need your help more than ever to assist those who respond to conflict, daily encroachments on
their workaday lives, and repression with a defiant optimism, an obstinate creativity and a strong
determination to live peacefully with their neighbours.
The projects and the activists especially the women in health and development work that we
support represent a roll call of hope. They remind us that, even in these devastating times, there
are still many in Israel and Palestine striving to find ways to build bridges, to live peacefully and
productively in a shared humanity.
We continue to derive our inspiration from the late Irene Bruegel, BSST’s first Chair, who tragically died
18 months ago. Irene left a substantial and generous bequest to the Trust which we are continuing to
draw upon to support projects in her memory.
Dr. Gill Yudkin, Chair, BSST
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BSST – who we are
THE BRITISH SHALOM-SALAAM TRUST was established in 2004 by a group of Jews in response to
the humanitarian crisis in the Middle East caused by the Israeli Occupation. We welcome supporters of
all faiths and none.
The Trust aims to foster positive relations between Jews, Palestinians and other communities living
within Israel’s 1967 borders, in the West Bank, Gaza and Golan, and as refugees in other parts of the
Middle East.
We work closely with Jewish and Palestinian Israelis committed to a just resolution of the conflict in
Israel-Palestine based on equality and mutual respect.

Our grants policy
The Trust is keen to include beneficiaries both within and beyond Israel’s 1967 borders and in the
Occupied Territories. We have also helped Palestinians living as refugees and British-based projects
that aim to provide information and build understanding about the situation in Israel-Palestine.
The Trust supports projects that promote inter-communal contact, cooperation and understanding
and/or help to overcome severe disadvantage. We have helped with cross- or inter-community
collaboration, education, health and anti-poverty programmes and human or civil rights activities.
The Trust prioritises relatively small-scale and grassroots projects, in particular activities that may be
overlooked by major donors, offering non-monetary as well as financial aid. We actively seek out
groups to work with, and maintain on-going contact with them. Where possible, we visit, to gather
information and offer further advice and support
Many groups assisted by BSST have Israeli or Palestinian legal status similar to a British registered
charity. However, BSST is equally accessible to informal associations of like-minded volunteers, whose
work is enormously important, but whose organisational arrangements mean it can be difficult or
impossible to secure support from more mainstream funders.
As the Villages Group, the handful of Jewish-Israeli volunteers, supporting Palestinian families in the
South Hebron Hills and in villages near Nablus, wrote

‘We are unable to contact large funding organizations due to the fact that we are not an organization
that has yearly administrative and financial reports that are required by funding agencies to get any
donations from them. ….We are ready to offer the needed receipts and other measures of financial
transparency as needed by the donors.’

We publicise approved projects on our website, and we manage donations (including Gift Aid) made to
us on their behalf through our ‘Post Box’ service.
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PROJECTS SUPPORTED IN 2009-10
The 27 projects cover:

•
•
•
•

EDUCATION, including summer holiday programmes.
HEALTH, including mental health schemes.
HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS including water, land and environmental rights.
WOMEN’S projects for empowerment

There is inevitably considerable overlap in the aims and activities of the projects that we have
supported. Many Human Rights projects, for example, have an educational or training focus;
many educational projects focus on girls’ empowerment. Half of the education projects are for
the neglected Bedouin community.
EDUCATION (11 projects)
1. Bedouin Association for Education and Health Development (BAEHD) (Alkhaimah): the
girls’ and women’s empowerment project is small-scale to develop educational centres in
Arab communities in Israel, especially around Taibeh. Alkhaimah is creating viable solutions for
changing parents’ attitudes (especially mothers) to their children’s education. This is
demonstrated in Bedouin parents sending their daughters as well as sons to the educational
centres. Focusing on women as agents of change, the project aims not only to change their
lives but to change the attitudes and behavior of the entire of the Bedouin community. BSST
sent £5,000. http://www.baehd.org
2. Centre for Blind Bedouin Children in the Negev: This agency was established to improve the
life chances of the 50 children served by the Centre who are either blind or have very impaired
vision. It aims to provide the children with education, skills and emotional support. Until 2000,
most blind Bedouin children in the Negev received little if any education or any other form of
developmental encouragement. Our funding enabled the Centre to buy more specialist
equipment for their Technology Room (e.g. braille printers, computers and visualization
accessories, with specifically designed sensorial stimulators). BSST sent £1,500.
3. Negev Coexistence Forum for civil equality and strategies of peace and development
(DUKIUM) has a specific workshop project, in the unrecognized Wadi El Naim village in the
Negev, run by volunteers to help develop photography for Bedouin children. The aim is for
Bedouin children to develop their own pictures to understand co-existence. The project
volunteers also work with the Arts Faculty at Ben-Gurion University in the Negev. Having
supported some of their work in previous years, we supported their application to extend these
workshops. We sent £2,000. www.dukium.org
4. Learning Enrichment Programme for the Children of Umm al-Kheir which comprises two
extended family clusters of Palestinian Bedouins in the South Hebron Hills. Schooling tends to
be disrupted partly because of hostile behaviour from a nearby settlement. Two teachers from
the community have offered their services to tutor children at weekends, not just in Maths and
English, but in “fun” subjects such as painting, drama and storytelling. An overall improvement
in school work has been reported and funds were requested for a further year. We sent £2000.
5. Villages Group in the South Hebron Area: School transportation for the Palestinian
children. This is a volunteer group of Israelis who have established a transportation system to
enable the schoolchildren to go to and from school safely since the separation Wall and the
proximity of settlements to Palestinian villages cause huge disruption to the daily lives of
Palestinians. This has been particularly acute for schoolchildren, who have to negotiate long
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circuitous routes to school as well as suffering settler violence. Many children have stopped
attending school because of these problems. Funding has enabled a bus and driver to take the
children to and from school and provides employment for the driver. We provided £5000
(including a very generous donation from an anonymous donor).
6. Villages Group in the South Hebron Area: School transportation for the Palestinian
children. We received a heartbreaking email in January 2010 to say that the new elementary
school located in the middle of the cave dwellers area of South Mount Hebron had lost its
transportation car as a result of the Israeli army interference, jeopardising the opening of the
school second semester. We sent an emergency donation of £1000 towards the purchase of
another vehicle.
7. Hope Flowers School: This multi-faith school on the outskirts of Bethlehem continues to thrive
and expand. (We have supported the school from our inception). They are now putting many
resources into their learning disabilities department, which provides not just a higher teacherpupil ratio but also specialist counsellors and social workers. BSST has agreed to fund 10
scholarships for children with learning disabilities. $6800 sent as well as some funds raised
directly by the school. www.hopeflowersschool.org
8. Centre for Creativity in Education & Cultural Heritage (CCECCH) or the Interreligious
Coordinating Council in Israel (ICCI) has been working for almost 20 years to establish and
maintain programmes that bring together children, parents, grandparents, and teachers of Arab
and Jewish school communities. ICCI works with youth, women, and religious leaders to
promote Jewish-Arab coexistence and peace-building projects. Safe environments are created
where participants can meet and enjoy coming together to get to know each other through
exploring the folklore of their different communities. BSST has supported several projects,
largely in and around Jerusalem, over the last 4 years. This year we supported a small-scale
project to work with a boys’ elementary school from Sur Baher. £2,000 was sent. www.icci.org.il
9. Rachel Corrie Football Tournament 2009 in Gaza: a request was received for football boots.
£500 sent
10. Summer Games 2009 in Silwan and Al-Azariyah in the West Bank are the annual, free of
charge summer camps organized for hundreds of Palestinian children, run by Palestinian,Israeli
and international volunteers and take place during the months of July and August. BSST
donated £2500 http://www.summergames2009.org
11. Lewis Herrington maths without chalkboards project around Nablus. This volunteer applied
for funds to continue the project he initiated, training Palestinians in teaching camps. BSST
gave
£100
and
forwarded
additional
donations
via
our
postbox
service.
http://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/lewisherrington

HEALTH (2 projects this year specifically on health)
12. The Freedom Theatre in Jenin Palestine set up a Yoga Beats project to bring yoga into the
conflict zone and develop an international focal point by sending yoga teachers to Palestine
over 3 years (in Jericho, Ramallah and at The Freedom Theatre, Jenin). The aim is to train
local Palestinians as yoga teachers and benefit a group of young men and women from the
community and incorporate yoga in the Freedom Theatre’s Acting School project. This
programme will form an important part of the students’ curriculum. We gave £3000.
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13. The St John Eye Hospital Group in East Jerusalem: to meet the increased need to treat
detached retinas, to avoid blindness, in the aftermath of the recent conflict in Gaza, ensuring
that those who have been affected in this way are treated free of charge. Dr. Keren Haas, an
Israeli Ophthalmologist who studied the technique at the Hadassah Medical Centre said: “There
are no political boundaries between doctors and patients, when a person is in need, no matter
who the patient is or where he comes from, it’s my duty to respond to the need.” £1500 sent.
HUMAN and CIVIL RIGHTS (11 projects)
14. Susya Community Utility Centre: This project, run in conjunction with the Villages Group,
provides an energy source to allow the 100 family members of the Shineran family living in
Susya (south of Mount Hebron) to develop a capability to make and market milk and cheese
from their sheep and goats. The project built a solar powered energy source to complement the
existing wind turbine to ensure that the villagers would always have sufficient energy to power
the business refrigerators. BSST sent $2,500.
15. Bustan Qaraaqa (Green Intifada) is an initiative which has established a grassroots
environmental movement in the Occupied Territories, which addresses the problem of water
shortage, food insecurity and waste management. It is the beginning of a network of
organisations, working together for social transformation which has established an experimental
farm to develop low cost and replicable techniques for sustainable living and food production,
and provide support both for community groups and farmers’ initiatives. BSST sent £5000.
www.greenintifada.blogspot.com
16. Humans Without Borders: the organisation provides essential assistance to Palestinians, such
as transportation from the West Bank and Gaza for hospitalization and treatment in Israeli
medical centres: transportation by taxi to and from hospitals in Israel if volunteer drivers are not
available, providing phone cards for families to keep in touch with relatives, organising summer
camps for Palestinian children, assisting Palestinian farmers maintain their crops and orchards.
We allocated £5000: http://humanitywithoutborders.ning.com
17. Leadership Development and Community Empowerment (Jama’ah) in Baqa-Jatt, an Arab
town in the municipality of Haifa. This group, founded in 2007, aims to promote social and
political change through peaceful community activism, through training young men and women
to be the leaders of the future. The project sought part funding from BSST to deliver training to
100 participants to promote social justice, human rights and universal human values, gender
equality and peaceful conflict resolution. BSST gave £3000.
18. Public Committee Against Torture in Israel (PCATI) is a social change organization that
works through public and civic engagement and legal advocacy to reach out to the full range of
Israeli society to enable shared dialogue on human rights, the inviolability of civilians during
conflict as a supreme value and infusing democratic values in public discourse. PCATI
requested support for a specific project to embed an educational programme for 14-17 year olds
to develop a curriculum to debate issues against the use of torture and develop human rights.
BSST sent £3,000. http://www.stoptorture.org.il/en
19. Sadaka–Reut: Arab Jewish partnership: “Community in Action Programme” trains
Palestinian and Jewish youth in forms of civil action which address the differences and conflicts
within Israeli society and works towards redressing injustice and inequality. This project trains
young people in campaign skills, team work, non-violent direct action, dealing with conflict within
groups and other skills for appropriate civil action. It is a group which not only encourages
communication and conflict resolution between Palestinians and Jews, but is preparing them
quite concretely and effectively for realistic action. BSST sent £3000.
http://www.ammado.com/nonprofit/sadaka

Page 6 of 14

20. Yod Bet Heshvan is an Israeli organization promoting the establishment of Modern Orthodox
institutions based upon principles of tolerance and pluralism. The project is called Orthodox
Media Watch: combating racist, anti-Arab and anti-democratic statements in the Orthodox
media. The name of the organization is the Hebrew date when Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin
was assassinated and the organization has been working to combat racist and anti-Arab
statements in the religious Jewish media, through schools and taking a public stand against
incitements to racial hatred and violence. BSST sent £3,500. www.12heshvan.org
21. Win-Win Jerusalem is a organisation based in East and West Jerusalem and the US which
trains community leaders from Jerusalem’s diverse populations in leadership and conflict
resolution. BSST offered postbox facilities. http://www.winwinjerusalem.org
22. EMEK Shaveh, East Jerusalem is trying to combat the use of archaeology in the abuse of
Palestinian human rights and false claims to land rights. BSST sent £3000 www.alt-arch.org
23. IPCRI (Israel-Palestine Centre for Research and Information) Peace Education
workshops. BSST offered postbox facilities and gave a donation of £250 http://www.ipcri.org/
24. Leo Baeck Education/Amnesty International Human Rights school in Haifa. This Human
Rights – Friendly Schools Project, an international youth leadership programme of enormous
significance, is managed, supervised, coordinated and monitored by the Amnesty International
Secretariat Human Rights Education Team. BSST gave £1000 and forwarded a donation via
our postbox facility.
WOMEN (3 projects)
25. Committee for Jewish-Arab Economic Development (CJAED) organized a weekend event in
Spring 2009 for Palestinian or Arab women’s economic empowerment through seminars and
activities to support them running small businesses. The events took place in several locations
in Israel but based around Hertliya where the CJAED is based. BSST sent £1,000
www.cjaed.org.il or www.jasmine.org.il
26. Jenin Cultural Centre Project: targets 20 women both from the Jenin area and behind the
Wall with clear social and economic needs. An agricultural engineer oversees the training of the
women to engender practical skills and self–reliance in food production and also help with
marketing. A “safe box” or kitty for the women and their families who have critical social and
economic difficulties enables them to take part in the training and become self-sufficient. BSST
sent £5000
27. Shiraa Association for Development is a Palestinian civil development NGO which has
established an Embroidery cooperative that employs women from the Deheishe Refugee camp
in Bethlehem. The project is to support developing a commercial relationship with international
tour groups. BSST sent £1165
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TRUSTEES & PATRONS
BSST’s trustees have extensive voluntary organisation experience and in-depth expertise on the
situation in Israel and Palestine. Its Patrons include eminent human rights specialists, rabbis, actors
and directors, authors, academics, philanthropists and leaders in the voluntary sector. (see Appendix 1)

FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION & VOLUNTEERING
In its sixth year, the Trust’s income was over £150k, nearly all from individual donations and Gift Aid,
plus some additional funds from the estate of our first chair, the late Professor Irene Bruegel. This
enabled charitable expenditure of over £113k to be made.
Administration and other non charitable costs were minute – less than £500.
At the same time, volunteer labour contributed to the Trust is estimated to equate to some £17k.
Thanks in particular to John Sharp whose work in carrying out our audit proved invaluable, and to Lee
Robinson for her ever sensitive and committed design services.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

British Shalom-Salaam Trust
Accounts for the year ending 28 February 2010
Income and Expenditure
2009-10
£

2008-9
£

150,197
0
0
16

134,203
1,530
0
191

150,213

135,924

113,312
337
0
0
111

115,482
1,197
1,548
97
224

113,760

118,548

36,453

17,376

Note
Income
Donations received
Social events
Sales of DVDs and New Year cards
Bank interest

(1)

Total income
Expenditure
Charitable Activities
Publicity/fundraising
Social events
Governance
Administration
Total expenditure
Surplus / Deficit

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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Balance Sheet

Assets
Cash at bank
Debtors

Reserves
Reserves b/fwd
Current year surplus / deficit
Reserves c/fwd

(8)

28.2.10
£

29.2.09
£

57,757
7,808
65,565

16,188
12,845
29,033

29,033
36,453
65,486

11,657
17,376
29,033

(9)

Notes to the accounts
Basis of accounting
These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historic cost in accordance with applicable accounting
standards, the Charities SORP 2005 (Accounting and Reporting by Charities) and comply with the Charities
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2005 issued under the Charities Act 1993

(1) Donations received

2009-10

2008-9

Donations for unrestricted funds

102,681

43,567

1,298

3,675

42,670

79,972

3,548

6,989

150,197

134,203

2009-10

2008-9

Grants given

60,158

39,893

Donations from restricted funds

52,034

74,689

0

0

1,120

900

113,312

115,482

2009-10

2008-9

0

220

76

167

261

784

0

26

337

1,197

Gift Aid on donations for unrestricted funds
Donations for restricted funds
Gift Aid on donations for restricted funds

(2) Charitable Activities

Project consultancy
Bank charges

(3) Publicity/fundraising
Events
Printing, postage & stationery
Website and leaflets
Miscellaneous
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(4) Governance

2009-10

2008-9

Travel

0

57

Miscellaneous

0

40

0

97

2009-10

2008-9

Bank charges

36

36

Printing, postage & stationery

75

126

Travel

0

49

Miscellaneous

0

13

111

224

(5) Administration

(6) Trustee expenses

2009-10

2008-9

Number of trustees who were paid expenses

0

2

Travel

£0

£110

2009-10

2008-9

Independent examiner’s or auditors’ fees for reporting on the
accounts

None

None

Other fees (for example: advice, consultancy, accountancy
services) paid to the independent examiner or auditor

None

None

(7) Fees for examination or audit of the accounts

(8) Debtors

Amounts falling due
within one year

Amounts falling due
after more than one
year

Charities Aid Foundation

2009-10
0

2008-9
4,771

2009-10
None

2008-9
None

Inland Revenue (Gift Aid)

7,808

8,074

None

None

Total

7,808

12,845

None

None

b/fwd

2009-10

c/fwd

Unrestricted funds

12,995

42,269

55,264

Restricted funds

16,038

-5,816

10,222

29,033

36,453

65,486

(9) Reserves
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APPENDIX 1
PATRONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sir Geoffrey Bindman
Moris Farhi MBE
Baroness Sally Greengross
Dr Evan Harris MP
Nicholas Hytner
Lord Joel Joffe CBE
Miriam Karlin OBE
Professor Francesca Klug OBE
Lord Anthony Lester
Miriam Margolyes OBE
Rabbi Jeffrey Newman
Professor Susie Orbach
Rabbi Danny Rich
Rabbi Elizabeth Tikvah Sarah
Alexei Sayle
Professor Avi Shlaim
Sir Antony Sher
Janet Suzman
Rabbi Jackie Tabick
Zoë Wanamaker CBE
Michelene Wandor

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Trust’s seven Board members have extensive charitable/voluntary experience, in-depth knowledge
of the situation in Israel and Palestine and a wide range of professional expertise.
•

Izzi Azgad is a retired homeopath and psychiatric social worker.

•

Professor Rebecca Boden (Treasurer) is an academic social scientist specialising in
accountancy and management

•

Sylvia Cohen (minutes secretary) is a retired psychotherapist

•

Professor Miriam David, (deputy chair) is a feminist social scientist with interests in family,
education and policy

•

Dr Simon Sandberg is a health care management consultant

•

Naomi Wayne (Secretary) is the Chief Officer of a small British health charity

•

Dr Gill Yudkin (chair) is a retired GP
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APPENDIX 2
BSST guidelines for applicants
BSST is a small grant-giving charity which focuses on projects which:
• are relatively small scale
• are often community-based and informal
• involve practical collaboration between the various communities living in Israel/Palestine
• address human rights, educational, cultural, health, social care and anti-poverty issues
In particular, we are keen to help new and developing projects that may be overlooked by major
funders.
For the most part, we help projects which are directed towards Palestinians, Jews and others living in
Israel, and Palestinians living in the Occupied Territories. However, we do sometimes assist
educational activities within Britain which are designed to build understanding here of the situation in
Israel and the Occupied Territories.
For groups that seek a grant from BSST, it is essential to read and comply with its guidelines
BSST PROGRAMMES
GRANTS
Mostly we donate between £1000 and £3000 and even give as little as £100. However grants very
rarely go above £5000.
Large organisations or those that need more than £5000 are unlikely to succeed with an
application.
EMERGENCIES
Where extreme need arises suddenly, we may make an emergency appeal. Then we do not apply our
normal rules about the size of donations or organisations that we help.
‘POST BOX’
As well as direct financial support, we offer a Post Box’ service to groups and organisations that do their
own fundraising in Britain, but which do not have charitable status here. We can receive donations and
collect Gift Aid on their or their support group’s behalf. Gift Aid increases the value of donations by 28%

APPLICATION FORM
To obtain a form, email bsst@bsst.org.uk or download from www.bsst.org.uk. As it is a Word document,
each section can be adjusted to suit circumstances. The form can be completed and returned by email.
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APPENDIX 3
How to help BSST
•

Make a Single Donation. You can specify that it go to a specified project or make a general
donation for the Trust to allocate.

•

Take out a Standing Order so we can build up our funds and increase the amounts we give.

•

Sign a Gift Aid Declaration along with your single donation or standing order. This enables us to
reclaim tax on your donation, and substantially increases its value. Once you have signed a Gift Aid
declaration, we can reclaim tax on any later donation you may choose to make.

•

Spread the message - tell your friends and colleagues about the Trust and encourage them to
support us. To help with this, we can supply you with leaflets about our work.

•

Include the Trust as a beneficiary in your Will

•

Help us organise fundraising activities – all ideas and active support are very welcome

•

Tell us about projects we might assist. We need:
o
o
o
o
o

the name and postal address of the project
its phone and fax numbers
its email and website addresses if it has these
the name of a contact person
some information about the work the project undertakes
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British Shalom-Salaam Trust
Donation / Standing Order form & Gift Aid declaration

ALL DONATIONS – Please fill in your details
Name ________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________ E-mail _______________________________

SINGLE DONATION
Please find enclosed my personal/trust/charity cheque for £ _____________

PLEASE SPECIFY PROJECT (if applicable) ____________________________

STANDING ORDER FORM – Please fill in your details
Bank Name _____________________________________________________
Bank Address ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Account Name ___________________________________________________
Bank Sort Code ____/____/____

Account Number ____________________

Please pay £ ____ per month/quarter/year (delete as needed) starting on __________
to the British Shalom-Salaam Trust - Account 11576585 - Sort Code 40-04-15
Signature ________________________________________________________

Gift Aid Declaration (for donations paid by personal cheques and standing orders)
I wish that this and future donations to this charity (No 1103211) be treated as Gift Aid donations
Signature _______________________________________________________
(The donor may only make this declaration if s/he pays UK income or capital gains tax at least equal to
the amount of tax recoverable by the British Shalom-Salaam Trust.)
Please send to: British Shalom-Salaam Trust, P O Box Office 39378, London SE13 5WH
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